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an Anti-Communist 


Being an intelligent and active 
anti-Communist is not so 
simple or easy as some make 
it out to be. Study the com- 
plications as outlined in this 
article, read the suggestions 
offered and act on them. 


HERE can be no doubt that 

there is a grave obligation on 
every Christian and every member 
of a free society to oppose Commu- 
nism in the world today. Pope Pius 
XI, writing to Catholic bishops 
throughout the world in the year 
1937, gave a realistic picture of the 
deceits, the lawlessness, the hypoc- 
risy, and the cruelty of Communism, 
and then he added: 

“See to it, venerable brethren, that 
the faithful do not allow themselves 
to be deceived! Communism is in- 
trinsically wrong, and no one who 
would save Christian civilization may 
collaborate with it in any undertaking 
whatsoever. Those who permit them- 
selves to be deceived into lending 
their aid toward the triumph of Com- 
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munism in their own country will be 
the first to fall victims of their error.” 

Since 1937, when these words 
were written, Communism has made 
many advances in the world. So 
much so, that a great many citizens 
of the free world, especially of Amer- 
ica, are today deeply worried as to 
whether it may not some day sub- 
vert or conquer even most of the 
free nations that remain. 

This worry leads to a commend- 
able desire for action. It is tragic, 
however, that much of the action that 
is taken by private citizens not only 
fails to retard the progress of Com- 
munism, but even promotes it. The 
wrong kind of action usually is mark- 
ed by two features: the first is the 
naive belief that it is only necessary 
to expose secret Communists in their 
midst, to thwart their purpose; the 
second is an equally naive belief that 
there are no evils in the capitalistic 
system that need to be corrected in 
order to destroy the appeal of Com- 
munistic agitators. 

To aid thinking people to avoid 
these mistakes, we herewith present 
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a program for those who really want 
to push back the frontiers of Com- 
munism. The program has four 
parts: 

I. Know what Communism is. II. 
Campaign against evils in your own 
society that induce people who suffer 
from them to listen to the promises 
of Communism. III. Don’t see “red” 
where there is no “red.” IV. If you 
discover Communists at work in your 
nation or community, take the prop- 
er action to expose them. 


I. Know Communism. 


HERE are three points on which 

the doctrines of Communism 
directly contradict the principles on 
which, according to the law of God 
and of human nature, societies of 
free men or free nations must be 
built. These contradictions must be 
clearly understood. 


1. Communism is politically and 
economically totalitarian. Under Com- 
munist rule, a citizen has no higher 
destiny than to serve the state. The 
state totally rules and dominates him. 
He has no voice in choosing those 
who wield authority over him, nor 
even in consenting to their rule. He 
has no rights as an individual that 
those in power may not override or 
destroy. 

Economically, the Communist state 
permits its citizens to own nothing, 
and doles out to them what it thinks 
they need or deserve. All property, 
all means of production, all com- 
modities, all agencies of service, are 
owned and administered by the state. 
In short, the right to private prop- 
erty is denied. 
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In the free world, in which na- 
tions are governed according to Chris- 
tian principles and traditions, the 
state is not the master but the servant 
of its citizens. Those in authority 
rule as a result of the choice or the 
consent of the people governed. One 
of the principal duties of the author- 
ity of the state is to safeguard the 
private, personal rights of individual 
citizens; the state can never deny 
these nor suppress them nor take 
them away. 

One right that a state governed by 
and for free men recognizes as an 
extension of the precious right to 
life is the right to personal property. 
Duties of justice and charity toward 
others always arise from the exercise 
of this right, and if they are not ful- 
filled some men will always arise to 
challenge the right to private prop- 
erty. In principle, however this is a 
sacred right; abuses of its exercise 
must be vigorously opposed, but they 
do not destroy it as a right. 


2. Communism is atheistic. It de- 
nies the existence of God, and of 
course, therefore, the divinity of 
Christ, and the reality of any spirit- 
ual thing. Thus it admits of no in- 
alienable rights given to men by God. 
It denies that there are any unchange- 
able moral laws imposed on men by 
God. It scoffs at the idea of any re- 
ward or punishment to be expected 
from God. 

What Communists deny, in these 
matters, all intelligent persons in the 
free world, surely all Christians, af- 
firm. They believe there is a God 
whose existence is constantly evident 
to reasonable men. They believe that 
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there is a necessary relationship be- 
tween God and man, made undeni- 
ably clear by the life and death of 
Jesus Christ, the Son of God. They 
perceive that individual men have 
rights that no human authority can 
take away. They see, written into hu- 
man nature and confirmed by Christ, 
unchangeable laws established by 
God in the very act of creation. Re- 
ward or punishment from God, they 
know, will follow on observance or 
violation of these laws. 


3. Communism is a conspiracy. It 
seeks to rule the world and will use 
any means to achieve that goal. Thus 
it is the largest scale effort to sub- 
jugate, to colonize, to enslave peo- 
ples that the world has ever known. 

Free men and free nations, on the 
contrary, accept the principle of self- 
determination for all peoples, within 
the framework of laws set down for 
civil society by God. They feel an 
obligation to help other nations to 
preserve their freedom and to serve 
the dignity of their citizens, but they 
assert no right to impose their rule 
upon these nations. 

In the light of these contradictions, 
certain practical conclusions may be 
set down. 

a. You are an anti-Communist by 
the very fact that you believe that 
your government must serve its peo- 
ple. You are an active anti-Commu- 
nist by the fact that you live and 
act by that principle: taking part in 
elections, promoting good govern- 
ment, defending your rights and 
those of others, becoming a servant 
of the people if you attain to any 
position of authority. 
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b. You are an anti-Communist by 
the very fact that you believe in God, 
in your dependence on Him, in the 
necessity of worshipping, loving and 
serving Him. You will never be a 
very effective anti-Communist if you 
are indifferent to God, living in viola- 
tion of His laws, content to let ma- 
terial values govern all your actions. 
Indeed, if you are living thus, you 
have much in common with Commu- 
nists. 


c. You are an anti-Communist by 
the very fact that you want your na- 
tion to have no part in aggression 
against or forceful domination of any 
other nation. At the same time you 
want your nation to lead the way in 
helping underprivileged people in any 
nation to attain to living standards 
in accord with the dignity in which 
God created all men. 


II. Campaign against injustice 
in the free world. 
OMMUNISM is not only, as 
Pope Pius XI said, intrinsically 
evil; it is also logically absurd and 
practically disastrous for those who 
are deceived by its wiles. 

However, this three-pronged in- 
dictment will have little meaning for 
those who suffer grave injustice from 
the so-called free world, nor for those 
who, though they suffer little them- 
selves, espouse the cause of the down- 
trodden. It must be remembered that 
millions of Americans have been rear- 
ed in an educational system that pre- 
sented them with no knowledge of 
moral absolutes, no confidence in 
logic, but with a way of life centered 
in selfishness and secularism. 





When victims of such education 
also become victims of injustice at 
the hands of their fellow men, there 
is little to stop them from listening 
with great interest to promises of 
the Communists that, under their 
system, injustice will end. It is 
granted that some Americans, edu- 
cated after the manner described 
above, are inclined to see injustice 
where there is none, for example, in 
the fact that under capitalism some 
men receive vastly greater salaries 
than others. But such as these would 
never become effective promoters of 
Communism if it were not for the 
fact that some “free” men campaign 
for the continuation of real, objective 
injustices in the free society in which 
they live. 


Take three examples. The first is 
racial discrimination and _ injustice. 
There is reason for all Americans to 
thank God that much progress against 
these has been made especially in the 
past ten years. There is reason to 
thank God that the vast majority of 
Negroes in America have not turned 
to Communism because they hope to 
see the progress continue to the 
dawning of full justice. 


But there are white Americans, 
some in positions of authority, who 
work hard to keep Negroes from vot- 
ing; who refuse them the right to 
share with all other Americans in op- 
portunities for an education; who 
deny them access to publicly consti- 
tuted facilities and services in Amer- 
ica. Whose fault will it be if Negroes 
finally turn to the Communists and 
say: “Our free fellow Americans re- 
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fuse us our rights as citizens and hu- 
man beings; now, therefore, we'll 
turn to you?” 


The second example is that of in- 
dustrial relations. According to the 
principles of social justice it should 
be the ideal and constant effort of 
employers to pay living wages to 
their employees and to work with 
unions of employees who have a pri- 
mary concern in this matter. 

Here, too, progress has been made 
in the past 40 years. But the progress 
has affected the lives of only a part 
of the labor force in America. This is 
clear from the fact that in this very 
year of 1961 legislation in behalf of 
a minimum wage of $1.25 an hour 
met with such stiff opposition in Con- 
gress, and when passed in a grad- 
uated form, still left uncovered mil- 
lions of workers. More than that, 
there are influential leaders in “free” 
America who would like to let the 
law of supply and demand, rather 
than the dignity of human beings, 
determine wages. 

America is rightly called a pros- 
perous country. But individuals who 
do not share the prosperity, who are 
torced to live on $40 a week or less, 
are bound to turn an ear to those 
who, even though they be Commu- 
nists, will say to them: “We promise 
that you will share the prosperity of 
your fellow men.” 

The third example is that of Amer- 
ica’s relation to the underprivileged 
nations of the world. Anyone who 
adopts the principle that “the wealth 
of America must be kept for Amer- 
icans alone, and not frittered away 
on the starving in other nations,” is 
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simply delivering these other nations 
into the hands of the Communists. It 
is this selfish attitude of some Amer- 
icans that has inspired the dictator 
of Soviet Russia to say to our own 
president: “Without war we'll take 
over the world.” 

From these facts, a number of con- 
clusions may be drawn: 

a. You are serving the cause of 
international Communism if, no mat- 
ter how much you proclaim yourself 
an anti-Communist, you accept and 
promote the false principle that Ne- 
groes should be denied any of the 
rights that other Americans enjoy. 
Specifically, if you deny the right of 
Negroes to vote, to free access to 
housing of their own choosing, to 
education in any publicly supported 
school, to equal opportunities for 
employment, to the use of public fa- 
cilities and services on an equal basis 
with white people, you are creating 
potential Communists. 


b. If you deny the principle that 
workers have a right to a living wage, 
and say instead that they have a right 
only to such a wage as the market 
for labor will dictate, your principle 
will, if effective, create a class of 
underprivileged working men and 
women who will listen to any siren 
voice that promises them better 
things. 


c. If you maintain that you and 
your nation have absolutely no obli- 
gation toward starving people in Af- 
rica or India or South America, you 
are in effect saying to the Commu- 
nists: “Take over these starving mil- 
lions. They are all yours.” 
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III. Don’t see “red” where 

there is no “red.” 

ERHAPS the greatest source of 

confusion in the battle against 
the advance of Communism arises 
from the fact that many Americans 
loosely hurl the epithet of “Commu- 
nistic” or “socialistic” at those with 
whom they disagree. 

Some very well-intentioned religious 
people are guilty of such misrepre- 
sentation. Because Communism is 
atheistic, they are apt to call every 
American atheist or agnostic or in- 
differentist in religion a Communist. 
It is true that philosophers can show 
by a line of cogent reasoning that 
those who do not believe in God or 
who ignore God, especially if they 
are educators or prominent writers, 
contribute toward conditioning the 
minds of men for acceptance of Com- 
munism. But that does not make 
them Communists in the full sense of 
the word. For many of them, democ- 
racy is still a kind of religion, even 
though they cannot prove its value 
without belief in God. 

It is especially in the political field 
that people are apt loosely to hurl 
the charge of Communism at those 
with whom they disagree. There are 
many legislative proposals under 
consideration that involve federal ac- 
tion in behalf of certain classes of 
citizens, such as medical care for the 
aged, unemployment insurance, fed- 
eral aid to education, urban renewal, 
etc. In most of these matters, there 
are good men and good arguments 
on the “pro” side and on the “con” 
side. But there are some people who 
so violently oppose federal action in 
behalf of any group of needy citizens 
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that they will go to any length, even 
to that of calling those who favor 
such action Communists, to try to 
defeat them. 

The same tactic is often used to 
end all argument in respect to in- 
dustrial relations. One who writes or 
speaks in behalf of the principle of 
unionism, or collective bargaining, or 
who says a good word for George 
Meany and other labor leaders, or 
who opposes right-to-work laws as 
tending toward the stifling of collec- 
tive bargaining, knows that he will 
be called a Communist or at least a 
dupe of Communism by some who 
oppose all unions. 

All these are examples of “seeing 
red where there is no red.” The con- 
clusions are these: 

a. Don’t call any fellow American 
a Communist or even a fellow trav- 
eler just because he favors a certain 
piece of legislation with which you 
disagree. Argue, if you will, against 
the need of the legislation; marshal 
facts that show evidence that there 
is no need; but don’t close all argu- 
ment by shouting that your opponents 
are Communists. 

b. Don’t argue that, because real 
Communists promote certain types of 
legislation, all Americans who favor 
the same must also be Communists 
or their dupes. Actually, the Com- 
munists climb on certain legislative 
bandwagons just to confuse and di- 
vide Americans. 

c. Always leave room in your 
thinking for the proven fact that 
Communism succeeds only when it 
has underprivileged and unjustly 
treated individuals to attract to its 
promises. Your own interpretation of 
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underprivilege and injustice may dif- 
fer from that of others, but don’t 
ignore the principle involved. 


IV. Take proper action in 
exposing Communists. 

All Americans are aware that Com- 
munists try to infiltrate free peoples, 
to become influential in their organi- 
zations, to subvert by lying and de- 
ceit. It is important that they be de- 
tected and exposed. 

But this is not a task for amateurs, 
especially in view of the fact that so 
many zealous Americans are inclined 
to decide subjectively who is a Com- 
munist, and the further fact that or- 
ganizations have been formed that 
cloud this whole issue by pinning 
the label of Communist on some of 
the most patriotic of their fellow 
citizens. 

It is possible for any American to 
come across evidence that a certain 
school teacher or college professor, 
or business man or labor leader, is 
actually a Communist. What action 
should be taken in case he does? 


This is the answer: There is a 
standing and urgent invitation from 
the F.B.I. in Washington to all Amer- 
cans to report any such finding to 
any one of its offices across the land. 
The members of the F.B.I. are pro- 
fessionally trained to investigate all 
such reports and to take appropriate 
action under the law of the land. 
Handing the facts over to them is far 
better than raising a great hue and 
cry in one’s community, and is the 
only safe way of avoiding mistakes 
that can be seriously injurious to in- 
dividuals. 
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Thouglti forthe Quit 


Advice from St. Alphonsus 


HIS month we call on St. Alphon- 
sus Liguori, renowned spiritual 
writer and doctor of the Church, to 
conduct our shut-in department. These 
excerpts are taken from The Way of St. 
Alphonsus edited by Barry Ulanov. 
“In times of sickness be scrupulous- 
ly obedient to your medical adviser, in 
taking the remedies he prescribes, mak- 
ing known to him without exaggera- 
tion anything that you are suffering, 
and then remain in peace. Forbear to 
ask for sympathy from those who 
come to see you; and whenever anyone 
expresses more than a _ moderate 
amount of sympathy for you, let your 
reply be made in the words of Jesus 
Christ: “The chalice which My Father 
hath given Me, shall I not drink it?” 
(John 18:11) Say: “God sends me this 
evil, not because He wishes me evil 
but because He wishes me well; and 
shall I not accept it peacefully?” In 
time of sickness it is seen whether a 
person is spiritual or not. There are 
some devout people who, when they 
are in health, are all sweetness and 
humility; but if they are in any way 
invalided, they straightway become im- 
patient and proud, complaining of 
everyone around them, especially if 
they have not, right at the minute, the 
medicine or attendance they need. In 
sickness, then, suffer everything with- 
out complaining, and also in all cir- 
cumstances which savor of adversity, 
say with Job, “As it hath pleased the 
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Lord so is it done: blessed be the name 
of the Lord.” (Job 1:21) Be careful, 
too, to endure scorn without resent- 
ment; this is how one knows whether a 
person is humble — if he receives con- 
tempt patiently.” 
Counsels for Comfort 
and Confidence 


“TI call the time of sickness the touch- 
stone by which spirits are tried, because 
in it is ascertained the value of the vir- 
tue which anyone possesses. If he does 
not lose his tranquility, if he makes 
no complaints, and is not overanxious, 
but obeys his medical advisers and his 
superiors, preserving throughout the 
same peacefulness of mind, in perfect 
resignation to the divine will, it is a 
sign that he possesses great virtue. But 
what, then, ought one say of the sick 
person who laments over himself, and 
says that he receives but little help 
from others, that his sufferings are in- 
tolerable, that he can find no remedy 
to do him good, that his medical man 
is ignorant, at times complaining even 
to God that His hand presses too heav- 
ily upon him? St. Bonaventure relates, 
in his life of St. Francis, that when the 
saint was suffering pains of an extraor- 
dinary severity, one of his religious, 
who was somewhat too simple, said to 
him: ‘Father, pray to God to treat you 
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with a little more gentleness; for it 
seems that He lays His hand upon you 
too heavily.’ St. Francis, on hearing 
this, cried aloud and said to him in re- 
ply: ‘Listen. If I did not know that 
these words of yours were the offspring 
of mere simplicity, I would never see 
you more, daring, as you have done, 
to find fault with the judgments of 


self from his bed upon the floor and, 
kissing it, he said: ‘Lord, I thank Thee 
for all the sufferings which Thou send- 
est me. I pray Thee to send me more 
of them, if it so pleases Thee. It is my 
delight for Thee to afflict me, and not 
to spare me in the least degree, because 
the fulfillment of Thy will is the great- 
est consolation which in this life I can 









































God.’ And after saying this, extremely 
enfeebled and emaciated through his 
sickness though he was, he threw him- 


receive.’ ” 


Conformity to the Will of God 





HONESTY NEEDED 

We who pride ourselves on the large measure of personal freedom we 
enjoy in America must remember that we cannot long continue to be 
free and at the same time morally corrupt in our business life. Violations 
of justice and truth corrode the foundations of free enterprise and open 
the way for the state to claim the right to order men’s lives. The repudia- 
tion of the standards of right and wrong in business and industry, the 
seeking of advantages by any means is defended by some as an exercise 
of true freedom; it is in fact a freedom that deprives others of their 
natural rights. The disillusionment which continued dishonesty creates 
tells us only too well that moral poverty will result in political upheaval. 
Even the slightest glance at the history of nations testifies to this fact. 

For more than a century, the popes have spoken on the steps to be 
taken to achieve not simply a more just social order but also to arrive 
at those principles on which this order must be based. Honesty is not the 
best, it is the only policy; justice is imperative for individuals and insti- 
tutions; truth must serve as a beacon light directing all men toward the 
goal of eternal life for which the present activity in all areas is only a 
preparation. None of these virtues has been totally lost in our business 
world, but men have sacrificed these ideals in some measure to the 
practices of the day. The moral regeneration of society, however, will 
call for an assertion so profound that it will appear to shatter long- 
standing ways of operating. Nothing less, however, can return the spirit- 
ual balance these days demand. 


pas ORNS 


Cardinal Cushing 
Lenten Pastoral, 1961 





DEXTEROUS DEFINITIONS 
Courage: Fear holding on just a bit longer. 
Propaganda: The other side presented so convincingly that it makes 
you mad. 
Horse sense: Just stable thinking. 
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Both fear and hope have a part to play in our relationship 
with God. But to build on fear and hope alone is to build 


Forgiven 
Sinners 
Have a 
Right 
to Be 


Happy? 


She said: “We killed them.” 

I said: “Are you sure?” 

Her husband said: “What she 
means is that we feel that if we hadn’t 
gone out that night the children 
would still be alive.” 

I said: “What happened?” 

He said: “It had been years since 
we had had a night out together. We 
decided to splurge: dinner, theatre, 
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on shifting sand. Love is the big thing—love that will stand 
steady and strong and bear a man up when other motives fail. 


WILLIAM F. MCKEE, C.SS.R. 


the whole works. We got a good ba- 
by sitter for the children and took 
off. When we returned we found the 
house full of gas. The baby sitter, a 
mother of three grown children, was 
downstairs, unconscious. Our two lit- 
tle ones were upstairs — dead.” 

His wife said: “A gas jet in the 
kitchen was on. Whether [I left it on 
or whether the sitter did, we don’t 
know.” 

He: “We turned off the gas, open- 
ed the windows and called the fire 
department and the police. They 
took the baby sitter to the hospital. 
She recovered. But nothing could be 
done for the kids. . . . That was six 
months ago. We’re not over it yet. 
We'll never get over it. We were re- 
sponsible for the death of our two 
innocent children.” 

“T think you’re wrong.” 








“Don’t try to console us, Father. 
Let the blame fall on us as it should.” 

“I want to console you, yes. But 
I want to tell you the truth. More 
important, I want you to tell your- 
selves the truth.” 


He said: “OK, Father, we'll let 
you have it straight. What we really 
think is that God punished us, not 
for the night out, but for the years 
of sins that we committed.” 

I said: “Then there is something 
more than you have already said?” 


She: “Yes. After we got married, 
we spent several years in sin. We 
stopped the sin. Then the two chil- 
dren were born. We hoped to have 
even more children. We had long de- 
cided not to go back to the old sins. 
But evidently God has a long mem- 
ory.” 

“Did you confess these sins?” 

“Yes, years ago — and stuck by 
our resolutions.” 


“What you really think now is that 
the loss of the children was God’s 
way of punishing you for those past 
sins?” 

“Tes.” 

“Have you any proof of this?” 

“We don’t need any proof. We 
just feel it.” 

“Then God didn’t appear to you, 
or write you a letter, or send you an 
angel who advised you of the con- 
nection between your sin and this 
disaster?” 

“Don’t be silly, Father. Of course 
not.” 

“T think that if God didn’t evident- 
ly and clearly connect the death of 
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the children and your sins, then you 
shouldn’t connect them.” 

“But we don’t know.” 

“Precisely! You don’t know. If 
you don’t know, don’t think it, don’t 
say it!” 

“But doesn’t God punish sin?” 

“Yes, without shadow of doubt.” 

“Then this was our punishment.” 

“T see that I am not getting 
through to you. Now sit down and 
listen to this. Tell me: if this hadn’t 
happened and if you had a child born 
blind next month, would you be in- 
clined to say that that was a punish- 
ment for those past sins?” 

“Yes.” 


“Do you have a Bible?” 

She brought the Bible. I said: 
“Listen to this passage from St. John, 
chapter 9, verses 1 to 4. And Jesus 
saw, as He passed on His way, a man 
born blind. Whereupon His disciples 
asked Him: Master, was this man 
guilty of sin, or was it his parents 
that he should have been born blind? 
Jesus answered: neither he nor his 
parents were guilty: it was so that 
God’s action might declare itself in 
him.” 

Silence. 

She said: “I get the message. 
Powerful.” 

He said: “You're getting to me. 
But what about Adam, the punish- 
ment of original sin? That whole bit?” 


I said: “Yes, Adam got it for his 
sin. So did we, through Adam. But 
there was no doubt about that. God 
Himself laid it on the line — spelled 
it out. Too, there was no doubt about 
David. The Lord showed His hand. 
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The connecting of these sins and 
those punishments is a valid one.” 

He: “But God has to punish sin, 
doesn’t He?” 

“Can we as human beings make 
blueprints of the plan God must fol- 
low in dealing with His children? 
Sin is a big thing — yes! But we 
make a mistake if we think that sin 
is big enough to force the will of God 
to follow a plan that we have drawn 
up for Him. God is wise enough to 
work out His will in His own way. 
You make a mistake when you think 
that God’s ways are our ways.” 


“How is He going to restore the 
balance that our sins threw off?” 

“T don’t know. Maybe the head- 
aches you had this year were part of 
that restoration. Maybe your heart- 
aches at the office were. Maybe it 
was your hundreds of daily little 
pains, shocks, sorrows and disap- 
pointments. Maybe your good and 
sincere confession was the restora- 
tion. In the end, only a spell in pur- 
gatory will, it is likely, complete the 
job. But the point is, we don’t know 
precisely in what measure God works 
these things out.” 

“But we feel... ” 

“Wait a minute. You feel. OK! 
Let’s talk about feeling. I feel that 
your sins were responsible for Hitler 
and the murder of six million Jews.” 

“Don’t be absurd, Father.” 

“I am being absurd; so are you. 
But it is just as logical for me to say 
that as for you to say what you’re 
saying.” 

She said: “Hitler and the murder 
of the Jews took place years before 
our sins began.” 
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“Of course. But my statement can 
serve to bring out a good point. A 
lot of people fall into a false line of 
reasoning that goes like this: Because 
a thing happened after another thing 
happened, it happened because the 
other thing happened.” 

“What does that mean?” 

“An example. After the mosquito 
bit the elephant, the elephant bolted. 
The mosquito thought he was the 
cause of this. Mosquito-minded peo- 
ple would agree. But the elephant 
actually did not feel the bite. Just 
at the instant the mosquito bit him, 
the elephant saw six hungry lions 
bearing down on him — so he got 
out of there fast.” 

“How does that apply to our 
case?” 

“You feel that since the children 
died after you had sinned, they died 
because you had sinned.” 

He: “I see what you mean.” 


“Good. Now let’s go a bit further. 
Let’s change the case and talk about 
the infamous atheist, Ingersoll. Inger- 
soll denied God and blasphemed Him 
most of his adult life. For instance, 
one day he led a group of his follow- 
ers to the middle of London Bridge. 
There in God’s bright sunlight, he 
lifted his arms to the skies and cried: 
‘O God, if there is a God, kill me, 
if you can.’” 

“What happened?” 

“Nothing. Then he lowered his 
arms and said to the group: ‘Do 
you need further proof? If there is 
a God, would He let such a challenge 
pass?’ Poor fool, Ingersoll! He 
thought that his sin of blasphemy 
would make God hurl down disaster 
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from heaven. It didn’t. After this, In- 
gersoll lived a quiet and uneventful 
life, preaching atheism until his 
death, undisturbed by any disaster.” 
“What’s the point?” 


“The point is that if we look back 
over Ingersoll’s life and see, on one 
hand, the vast amount of the worst 
of sins (malicious blasphemy) and on 
the other, the few disasters that came 
upon him, we would have to con- 
clude that sin and disasters in this 
life are not necessarily to be joined 
together.” 

She said: “I’m beginning to feel 
better.” 

“Good! Another thing. Look at 
the saints. Look what horrible things 
came to many of them and to many 
other holy men and women — 
Damien of Molokai, for instance. 
Should we say as we look upon the 
leprous body of Damien that there 
is a horrible sinner? Look what God 
sent him for his sins! Most people 
who know Damien’s life would not 
say that about him. But the funny 
thing is that if they themselves caught 
leprosy, they might be inclined to say 
it about themselves. And they would 
be wrong. Because they just don’t 
and can’t know.” 

“We understand that.” 

“I hope you do. Most people don’t 
and they live in sorrow because of 
not understanding it.” 

“Good, Father! You are using a 
lot of logic. But how about some 
theology? It’s going to take more 
than cold logic to erase the memory 
of that tragic night.” 

“I’m not trying so much to erase 
the memory of that night as to erase 
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the why you think it happened. And 
then, do not despise cold logic. Logic 
and theology are blood brothers. I 
don’t know where one ends and the 
other begins.” 

“But it would be encouraging to 
hear the theological analysis of our 
case.” 

“Brace yourselves. I was leading 
up to that. Do you know what is 
happening here?” 

“No.” 

“What is happening is that you, 
who have been forgiven by God of 
your sins through a sincere and valid 
confession, have neither the courage 
nor the love to forgive yourselves. 
Yes, God has forgiven you; but you 
won’t forgive you. You, and many 
others, create a kind of false religion 
based on selfishness and misplaced 
self-pity. To play the part of God 
and put labels on the sorrows of life 
as if there were always and every- 
where a direct connection between 
them and sin is wrong. That’s taking 
over a power that belongs to the Cre- 
ator. And it may well be that that 
connection you make is some new 
kind of sin, and thus misery is added 
to misery, snowballing to such a size 
that no man can handle it.” 

“Oh, dear God, can that be true?” 


“I am certain of it. See here. This 
attitude which connects a particular 
disaster to a particular sin can be 
traced to the old Calvinist and Jan- 
senist heresies which eagerly seized 
upon every fear-motive possible to 
keep people from sin. The proponents 
of these heresies seemed to take a 
fanatic joy in pointing the finger at 
a man crushed by sorrow and saying 
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to him: ‘Ha! I told you so. Your sins 
have brought this sorrow upon you.’ 
That attitude is wrong. It is a low- 
blow approach to a situation which 
breeds despair and can easily drive 
a man away from God.” 

They were silent. So I continued. 


“We priests and ministers of reli- 
gion must be very careful not to ex- 
ploit the disasters of life in order to 
bring people closer to God. When a 
bad man suffers some calamity it is 
easy to slap him in the face with the 
remark, ‘This is God’s pay-off. This 
is just what you deserve for your 
sins.” Even for the sinner that is not 
necessarily true — in this life. It’s 
the easy answer; but it might be a 
cheap and untruthful exploitation of 
fear. The cross a sinner is asked to 
carry may be only a reminder of 
Christ’s death for sin. But don’t mis- 
take me. Fear has its important role 
to play. A man would be a fool not 
to fear God’s judgments. But let it 
be remembered that fear generates 
imperfect sorrow. Perfect sorrow 
must be born of love — love of God. 
I am not for a moment excluding the 
fact that fear and hope are to play 
their part in our relationship with 
God. But a house built on fear and 
hope alone is a house built on sand. 
Love is the big thing. Love will stand, 
love will carry man along when the 
other motives fail. Love is a million 
times stronger than fear. It’s love 
that has to get us to heaven; fear can 
never do it by itself.” 

“Then a sinner, forgiven, does 
have a right to be happy?” 

“Yes. As I said, if God has for- 
given him, he should forgive himself. 
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And then go on to really love him- 
self. Part of that loving himself in 
the true sense will be to allow him- 
self to enjoy with due moderation 
the good things of life which God 
has strewn in his path: the fragrance 
of a flower, the company of good 
friends, love-making in marriage, the 
smile of a child, a relaxing vacation, 
a good home and the hundreds of 
other joys which God has given to 
man to be enjoyed.” 

“Yes, but how about the crosses 
and trials that are bound to come?” 

“There was a beautiful article in 
the LIGUORIAN recently which in- 
dicated a very simple plan for peace 
of mind. The article was entitled: 
How to Live One Day at a Time. It 
pointed out that man should do just 
that, live one day at a time, making 
the best of it, living and loving both 
God and man that day, letting the 
past and future take care of them- 
selves. He who is doing the best that 
he can that day is by that fact mak- 
ing atonement for the faults of the 
past and provision for the needs of 
the future. If disaster intrudes into 
that day it is handled as a disaster 
of today. It is not necessarily to be 
linked to yesterday, or necessarily 
allowed to color the aspect of tomor- 
row. It is a sane, reasonable and spir- 
itually healthy way to live.” 


“Why, then, do you think God 
took the children?” 

“T don’t know. You'll have to save 
that question for heaven and ask 
Him, with the children beside you. 
You'll probably be very surprised 
and certainly very happy at His an- 
swer.” 
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Problems of Single People 
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Dislike for Children 
Donald F. Miller, C.SS.R. 


ROBLEM: (We print the following 

letter as it came to us, not because 
we agree that it is universally true, but 
because it does offer a point for self- 
examination to many older single per- 
sons.) Why do older single women and 
bachelors seem to hate all children? No 
matter what town you live in or in what 
neighborhood, it seems that such per- 
sons cannot stand the sight of playing, 
laughing children. A_ three-year-old 
child cannot ride his harmless tricycle 
past their home without being sharply 
told to get out of their sight. I know a 
“good” Catholic single lady (frequent 
communicant, etc.) who said that my 
boy broke her window. I found out 
later that the woman broke it herself 
by banging on it to chase children 
away. How can a person love God and 
hate children so much? If celibacy is 
so dear to God, why does God let those 
who have adopted it practice such 
meanness? 


OLUTION: The first point that 
must be repeated very clearly is 
that not all older single people have an 
uncontrollable antipathy toward all 
children. We ourselves have known and 
do know many such who are not only 
patient with children, but who go out 
of their way to be friendly with them 
and to do many little services for them. 
A second point that needs to be made 

is that it is not only single persons who 
sometimes cannot stand children but 
also older married women, some child- 
less and some whose own children have 
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left them for their own vocation. In 
our own childhood experience, it was 
one of these latter who, as a neighbor, 
had us paralyzed with fear lest we step 
one foot inside her property or let the 
ball we were playing with roll into her 
flower bed. 

Thus there are all sorts of older peo- 
ple who permit themselves to become 
ogres in the presence of children. To 
the single people who are numbered 
among them, we address the following 
remarks. 


First of all, face the facts about your- 
self in this matter. Don’t hide them, or 
deny them, or excuse them. Does the 
very sight of playing children get on 
your nerves? Does the laughter and 
prattle of children invariably annoy 
you? Do you give expression to your 
annoyance in the presence of children 
by harsh words, severe commands, an- 
gry threats? Do you actually believe 
that children are sure to damage your 
property or steal something from you? 
Do you find yourself frequently making 
remarks about the destructiveness, 
thoughtlessness and evil habits of chil- 
dren? If you answer these questions 
with a “yes,” you are a childhater; you 
are guilty of habits of thinking and act- 
ing that are contrary to charity; you 
are not a good Christian. 

Now a word about the possible caus- 
es of your attitude and actions. Some 
of these may lodge in your half-consci- 
ous or subconscious self, and have to 
be dragged out into the open if they 
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are to be rendered ineffective. Could 
you be a victim of frustration over the 
fact that you have no children of your 
own? Could it be that you had an un- 
happy childhood, and have permitted 
that fact to develop into a constant ir- 
ritation at the sight of noisy, laughing, 
playing children? Or have you merely 
become so selfishly concerned with 
your own comfort and desires that you 
cannot bear the slight disturbance that 
children cause in your routine of living? 


If you face the fact and then the 
cause, surely you can do something 
about your conduct. Don’t say that 
actually you love children, but that you 
reprimand them and chase them away 
from you and show impatience with 
them only for their own good. Patience 
is an indispensable part of love. If you 
do love children, as you must as a 
Christian, then you must be patient and 
pleasant with them even when they irri- 
tate you. 











A PRAYER FOR GRACE IN GROWING OLD 


Lord, Thou knowest better than I that I am growing older and will 
some day be old. 

Keep me from getting talkative and particularly from the fatal habit 
of thinking I must say something on every subject and on every occasion. 

Release me from craving to try to straighten out everybody’s affairs. 

Make me thoughtful but not moody, helpful but not bossy; with my 
vast store of wisdom it seems a pity not to use it at all — but Thou know- 
est, Lord, that I want a few friends at the end. 

Keep my mind free from recital of endless details; give me wings to 
get to the point. Seal my lips on my many aches and pains. They are in- 
creasing and my love of rehearsing them is becoming sweeter as years go 
by. I ask for grace enough to listen to the tales of other people’s pains. 
Help me to endure them. Teach me the glorious lesson that occasionally 
it is possible that I may be mistaken. Keep me reasonably sweet. Help 
me to extract all possible fun out of life. There are so many funny things 
around us and I don’t want to miss any of them. 

May the good God help us. Amen. 





NO NAME-NOTHING! 


With characteristic efficiency, the Chinese-speaking printer in Hong 
Kong asked the English-speaking young priest to fill out a Christmas 
card form. In a column headed, “What do you wish printed on outside 
flap envelope?” Maryknoll’s Father John J. Cioppa, of Latham, N. Y., 
wrote, “Nothing.” To the question, “What signature to be printed on 

- card?” he wrote, “No name on card.” 

Ten days later, hot off the presses, came 500 beautiful Christmas cards 
in red and gold. Printed on the inside of each card in brilliant lettering 
was the inscription: NO NAME ON CARD; and on the flap of each 
envelope in bold, 24 point: NOTHING. 

Maryknoll News Notes 
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TEMPTATION 


IS NO 


PERFUME! 


ADAPTED FROM A CATHOLIC HOUR RADIO ADDRESS BY 


JOSEPH E. MANTON, C.SS.R. 


IVE a dog a bad name, and he 
is still trying to live it down the 
day he dies. 

Something like that is true about 
the word temptation. Shadows of sin- 
ister evil seem to hang about it. And 
yet to prove that temptation cannot 
possibly be a blood relative of sin, 
we have merely to point to one fact 
in the life of our Blessed Lord — a 
fact more startling than any of His 
miracles: Jesus Christ allowed Him- 
self to be tempted. 

Why? 

Satan and forty thousand devils 
with all hell’s hate hot within them, 
and all the cunning experience of 
many centuries behind them, could 
never cause the slightest flicker in the 
clear, pure eyes of Christ. His sacred 
Heart was — sacred! Sin could no 
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more defile it than you or I could 
daub mud across the flaming face of 
the sun. So, if Christ allowed Him- 
self to be tempted, it was to teach us 
that temptation was temptation and 
not sin; and furthermore that any 
temptation can be turned from a 
stumbling block into a steppingstone. 

The dictionary is witness that 
temptation comes from the Latin 
word tentare, meaning to test. Now 
there is nothing wrong about things 
being tested, is there? Go to a steel 
foundry and see how they test every 
length of railroad track against dan- 
gerous flaws. Go to a wool mill and 
see how they test each bolt of cloth 
for strong fabric and true color. Well, 
temptation is the laboratory of God 
where souls are tested for virtue. And 
why not? After all, if we are going 
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to get heaven as a prize, shouldn’t we 
first prove that we deserve it? What 
would be the sense of giving us heav- 
en as the reward for being good, if 
we never had any inclination to be 
bad? 

Therefore, temptation is the uni- 
versal law, the wound-stripe worn by 
all humanity. There are no excep- 
tions. Let the wind blow and there is 
not a leaf on the tree that does not 
flutter; let temptation come and there 
is not a man or woman who does not 
feel its stir. This is true not of nine 
out of ten; nor of ninety-nine out of 
a hundred, but of one hundred mil- 
lion out of one hundred million. 


I do not say that all are attracted 
equally by the same _ temptations. 
Wrongdoing is a varied and fascinat- 
ing rainbow — you might call it the 
spectrum of sin — and different col- 
ors appear to different people. This 
man may meet his test in dishonest 
green dollars; that one in intoxicating 
brown liquor. For another it may be 
the yellow streak of moral cowardice 
or the red rage of wild anger or green- 
eyed jealousy, or mud-colored impur- 
ity. We cannot escape from tempta- 
tion because we cannot escape from 
ourselves. As long as we have a body 
with its senses and therefore a ten- 
dency to sensuality, an intellect prone 
to pride and rash judgment, a heart 
capable of revenge and hate, we are 
like a cigarette lighter, with the fuel 
of our passions stored within us and 
needing only the igniting spark. 


UT for your comfort, let me re- 
mind you of two things. First, 
these passions, like the fuel, are in 
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themselves good. You have the ex- 
plosion of sin only when they are mis- 
directed or misused. And secondly, 
for those people who are constantly 
complaining that they are always be- 
ing tempted: isn’t it very possible 
that the devil is ceaselessly pounding 
on the door of your heart outside, be- 
cause he is not inside? It is the other 
people who should be worried — the 
people who sophisticatedly suppose 
that the best way to get rid of a 
temptation is to yield to it: the peo- 
ple who seem to have no qualms of 
conscience, because they have no 
conscience — these are the names 
that are more likely written in Luci- 
fer’s beautiful flowing hand on the 
register of an establishment where 
the reservations are eternal, but 
where the ice water and air-condi- 
tioning facilities are sadly limited. 


But is there any sure, swift way of 
getting rid of temptations? I heartily 
wish I could send out a flash bulletin, 
announcing that science had just dis- 
covered a new miracle drug, a kind 
of moral penicillin or aureomycin: 
one injection each day for a week and 
you are immune to any suggestion of 
sin. However, I’m afraid that’s out. 
But just as even science holds fast 
to such old reliables as bread and air 
and water, we have to oppose tempta- 
tion with the old reliable remedies of 
1. pray; 2. get away. What kind of 
prayer? Certainly not a polished mas- 
terpiece; nothing formal, nothing 
elaborate. Temptation is war and the 
best prayers are crisp, rapid, machine 
gun prayers: “My Jesus, help me!” 
“My God and my All!” “Mary Im- 
maculate, be at my side!” 
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Then having sent in the call for 
help, having turned in the fire alarm, 
get away from the fire. Temptation 
is a fire and nobody is asbestos. But 
what happens? So often, instead of 
abruptly turning away from the temp- 
tation, we dillydally a bit, we look 
over the ground, we weigh the pros 
and cons; we wonder. And we perish. 
It is somewhat like the case of the 
man who was contemplating suicide. 
He walked to the middle of this high 
bridge, took off his coat, folded it 
neatly on a bench, climbed to the 
railing and was just about to kick 
back his heels and fling himself out 
into dizzy space, when he felt a firm 
hand on his shoulders. There was a 
burly policeman pulling him down 
and saying soothingly: “Say, buddy, 
what’s the big idea anyway? You 
wouldn’t be as foolish as that, would 
you? Come on, let’s sit down for a 
few minutes and talk this over.” So 
they sat down and talked very quiet- 
ly, and ten minutes later they got up, 
walked over to the rail of the bridge 
and jumped off together. 

That is just what will happen every 
time if you are foolish enough to de- 
bate with the devil. He will put thirty 
pieces of silver in your hand, and 
they will clink so merrily and gleam 
so brightly, that you will be willing 
even to send Christ to Calvary. “Give 
us Barabbas! Give us our pleasure, 
and crucify Christ!” 


Then when the sin is over; when 
the short false flare of the skyrocket 
dies out and the darkness is blacker 
than before; when the eager flame of 
anticipation has died and left only 
the cold ashes of disgust — then the 
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reward of your sin, the thirty pieces 
of silver do not seem so bright. They 
mock you. Like Judas, you would 
fling them away. Isn’t that the way 
we feel after yielding to the tempta- 
tion? Why not be wise and realize it 
before? Realize that temptation is like 
a little chunk of cheese in the devil’s 
trap! How the mouse is lured on — 
spots of yellow cheese dance before 
his little eyes, the aroma of cheese 
bombards his little brain. So he puts 
his head inside the trap. Then every- 
thing happens fast. The little teeth 
sink into the cheese — one delicious 
nibble — and the next moment down 
cracks the steel bar. And what good 
is the cheese to a mouse with a brok- 
en back? And what good is all the 
glittering “ccome-on” of temptation to 
us, if the last act is a shattered soul, 
a conscience soiled, and the grace of 
God dead within us? When tempta- 
tion tugs at your elbow, whispers in 
your ear, remember that the devil is 
a smooth swindler who never deliv- 
ers. He will promise you “the world,” 
as long as he can cheat you out of 
heaven. 


OME of you may be thinking, 
“But the world is full of tempta- 
tions. How can we avoid them? What 
are we supposed to do? Knock at the 
door of a monastery? Hide behind the 
high walls of a convent? Step off the 
earth?” Not at all; because the temp- 
tations we have to fear most are the 
temptations we deliberately seek out. 
Other temptations which come to us 
in the course of our normal living and 
which we cannot avoid, God will help 
us conquer. 
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It is like this. Suppose the main 
aisle of a vast cathedral was being 
repaired, and a long narrow plank 
about twenty inches wide were laid 
over the marble floor all the way 
down the aisle. Any one of us could 
walk along that plank without any 
trouble, right down to our bench. 
But, suppose not the floor but the 
ceiling were being repaired, and the 
plank stretched over the aisle, one 
hundred feet in the air. Could we 
walk that? Or would we get up there 
and start to sway and to slip and to 
plunge headlong to the floor? Why? 
It is the same plank up there as down 
here; we are the same person. But 
we have no business up there; it is 
not our job, not our place. 


T IS the same way with tempta- 
tions. As you walk along the nor- 
mal path of your life, you can usual- 
ly master them fairly easily. But once 
you deliberately put yourself in dan- 
ger, you step out on a high, dizzy 
plank, you are inviting a fall. The 
plank, for you, can be anything from 
a parked car to a tavern door. It is 
all right to say that in itself tempta- 
tion is no more a sin than an exam is 
a failure, but you can’t put your fin- 
ger into a bottle of ink and hope and 
wish and pray that it won’t get black. 
It will. 

In other words, we are responsible 
for what happens because we allow 
it to happen. It is like the young girl 
who has become involved with a mar- 
ried man at the office. Only the way 


she says it (“she has fallen in love”) 
— it was like getting hay fever, or the 
hiccups, or athlete’s foot. You 
wouldn’t blame her for that, would 
you? She simply fell in love. But the 
simple truth is that she did not fall 
and it was not love. She did not fall, 
because she walked into it with her 
eyes wide open. And it was not love, 
because in her circumstances it was 
unlawful lust. Oh, soft marshmallow 
compliments that he handed out! But 
she swallowed them. A physical at- 
traction that lured her, but she al- 
lowed herself to be drawn. And even 
when her conscience began to whistle 
like a singing kettle, warning her that 
passion was at the boiling point — 
she still ignored it. Prayer, which 
might have helped her, hung up there . 
like an old unused, unfilled, neglect- 
ed fire extinguisher. Keeping out of 
his company would have solved 
everything, but she blithely goes on 
tap-dancing on the trap door of temp- 
tation, knowing that at any moment 
it can spring and she will fall — and 
she does fall! 

What good is it for any of us to 
say, “Lead us not into temptation,” 
in the morning, if we take a running 
broad jump into temptation that after- 
noon, or that night? Let’s be honest. 
If the devil waves at us from across 
the street, we can fairly easily turn 
our heads and forget him. But if we 
deliberately cross the street and 
shake hands with him — well, 
“Shake hands with the devil, and he 
won't let go!” 





BIG DEAL! 
A man wrapped up in himself makes a very small package. 
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Problems of Professional 
=> and Business People 


The Domestic Servant: Her Duties 


ROBLEM: What are the chief 
duties of the domestic servant? 


OLUTION: Last month we consid- 
S ered the rights of the domestic ser- 
vant. This month we shall consider her 
chief duties. The first duty of the do- 
mestic worker, as in the case of every 
worker, is to give adequate service in 
return for her salary. She must fulfill 
her tasks exactly and precisely. If she 
is assigned to keep the house in order, 
she must see that everything is neat 
and clean. A good cook will keep the 
kitchen immaculate — and besides, she 
will see to it that the meals are well 
prepared and served on time. The 
nursemaid will be attentive to all the 
needs of the children and try to keep 
them contented. In these days, when so 
many employees are trying to get the 
most money for the least work, it is 
necessary to remind all those employed 
in any kind of task of their obligation 
in justice to do all they are paid to do. 

The domestic servant should be loyal 
to the family that employs her. She 
should never speak to outsiders about 
private family affairs that come to her 
notice. Above all, she would do wrong 
if she attempted to discover informa- 
tion not intended for her — for exam- 
ple, by reading letters addressed to the 
members of the family or by trying to 
overhear private conversations. Some- 
times the good name of a person is un- 
justly taken away permanently by an 
unwarranted and distorted report of his 
sayings and doings that comes from 
the lips of a disloyal servant. 
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It stands to reason that a servant 
may not steal any of the possessions of 
her employers. Sometimes a domestic 
is allowed to give away small quanti- 
ties of food to the poor who come to 
the door. But that does not mean that 
she is allowed to feed her relatives or 
friends at the expense of the family, 
especially if she gives them the best 
food and drink in the pantry. 


A domestic servant may be entrusted 
with the task of purchasing the food 
needed for the family, and perhaps she 
will find a store where the manager, 
eager to obtain the patronage, will re- 
mit to the servant a percentage of the 
money she spends. If the food is just 
as good as she could get elsewhere and 
the cost is no greater, she could in 
theory trade with this merchant. But 
in practice, such a procedure will al- 
most always be dishonest, since the 
merchant will make up for the “cut” 
he gives the servant either by selling 
inferior food or by raising the price 
above what is charged in other stores. 
In either case, the family will be pay- 
ing for the servant’s profit, so that in 
practice she is stealing money from her 
employers just as truly as if she took 
it out of the cashbox. 

If there are children in the family, 
a domestic servant must be very care- 
ful not to say or to do anything that 
might injure them morally, for exam- 
ple, by using language that is obscene 
or by losing her temper too easily or 
by having books or magazines that are 
morally objectionable and can be seen 
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and read by the young folks. On the 
contrary, the good domestic servant 
will seek to set an example to all the 
members of the family by her kindness 
and gentleness and especially by her 
exact observance of God’s law. 

It is to be regretted that some do- 
mestics seem to regard it as humiliating 
to be subject to the commands of their 
employers, and consequently have a 
constant attitude of resentment. Such 
a servant lacks all spirit of affection 
toward the members of the family, 
even though they are very kind to her. 
Surely, this is a false attitude. There is 
nothing degrading about the function 
of a domestic servant. On the contrary, 
her type of work gives her many oppor- 
tunities of fulfilling the corporal works 
of mercy, so highly praised by our di- 
vine Lord. The fact that she is being 
paid for her work does not mean that 
she cannot perform it in a spirit of 


Christian charity, regarding the mem- 
bers of the family as representing 
Christ Himself, and thus earning His 
praise and reward, in accordance with 
His own consoling words: “As long 
as you did it for one of these, the least 
of My brethren, you did it for Me.” 
(Matt. 25:40) 

There is a patron saint of domestic 
servants, St. Zita, who died in Lucca, 
Italy, in 1278, and whose feast is ob- 
served on April 27. She led a life of 
extraordinary holiness, serving in the 
same household for forty-seven years. 
St. Martha, also, can be regarded as a 
patron of domestic servants, since it 
was her privilege to serve our Lord, 
when He visited her and her sister 
Mary. (Luke 10:40) 


Very Rev. Francis J. Connell, 
C.SS.R., S.T.D., LL.D., L.H.D. 
The Catholic University of America 





TASK FOR SHUT-INS 

The passion of Christ shows you the enormous contribution which 
suffering can make to the sanctification of souls and the salvation of the 
world. Look up to your crucified Redeemer. By His words and His ex- 
ample He taught men; by His miracles He helped them; but first and 
foremost, He saved the world by His passion and crucifixion. Do you 
wish to help Him save more souls? Then, if you do, you possess in your 
infirmity an instrument which divine providence places at your disposal 
in order that you might say with St. Paul: “What is lacking of the suffer- 
ing of Christ I fill up in my flesh for His body, which is the Church.” 
(Col. 1:24) 

Here lies the great task ahead of those who are suffering — a task 
which generous souls will carry to the extreme consequences of heroic 
acceptance and sacrificial offering. Nothing is beyond the reach of those 
in this type of apostolate; they can extend the benefits of redemption to 
all souls, many of whom would not be saved if these apostles had not 
prayed and suffered for it. 

Let those who are suffering fulfill this program in their lives; they 
will never again feel that they are alone; they will see the wonderful 
fruits of their spiritual activity in heaven, where there are neither tears, 
nor sorrow, nor separation, nor the possibility of offending God. 

Pope John XXIII 
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Priests 


Who 


Are 


Married 


ARTHUR Frost, C.SS.R. 


Father Arthur Frost, a Redemp- 
torist missionary, recently con- 
ducted a mission in St. Mary’s 
Byzantine Catholic Church in 
Chicago, Illinois. Here are some 
of his reflections on the mission 
and on the week spent with the 
pastor, Very Rev. Eugene Bereczky 
and Mrs. Bereczky. 
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Eger missionary usually arrives at 

the rectory on Saturday after- 
noon, in time for the evening meal. 
He is introduced in turn to the pas- 
tor, to the assistant priests and to the 
housekeeper — and the mission is 
practically under way. 

The unknown is always disconcert- 
ing. So it was with some misgiving 
that I recently rang the doorbell of 
the rectory of St. Mary’s Byzantine 
Catholic Church in Chicago to begin 
a mission. It was to be my first meet- 
ing with a priest who is also a mar- 
ried man — a priest who is a mem- 
ber of the Roman Catholic Church 
of the Byzantine Rite. My fears were 
soon forgotten, however, when I met 
Father Bereczky and his wife, for 
they were extraordinarily hospitable 
and friendly. 

Father Bereczky, the son of a 
priest (who was also a monsignor 
and a member of the Society of the 
Divine Word), was born in Hungary 
in 1889. As a deacon, the year be- 
fore his ordination to the priesthood, 
he married Andrea Kaminszky, the 
daughter of a Catholic priest. Due to 
the unsettled condition of Europe, 
they came to the United States and 
arrived in New York in 1920. 

After holding two pastorates in the 
East, Father Bereczky came to St. 
Mary’s in Chicago in 1933. His four 
sons, now grown and married, are all 
college graduates, three of them from 
Loyola in Chicago. Two are doctors, 
one is an attorney, and the fourth is 
in business. The eldest, Tibor Berec- 
zky, an eye surgeon in San Luis 
Obispo, California, is a daily com- 
municant in the Latin Rite. As a 
naval flight surgeon during World 
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War II he helped organize a local 
chapter of the Holy Name Society 
(in the Latin Rite). He married an 
Irish girl, the former Gertrude Gal- 
lagher. They are the parents of three 
children. Another son of Father 
Bereczky — Dr. Bernard Berczky — 
is married to the daughter of a By- 
zantine Catholic priest. 


A married clergy is traditional in 
the Eastern Rite Churches in Europe. 
Many Catholics do not know that 
there are married Catholic priests 
both in our country and in the coun- 
tries of the East. In the Latin Rite 
married men may not become priests 
(except by dispensation of the Holy 
See). This is not true in the Eastern 
Rite. But it is to be noted clearly that 
in no part of the Catholic world, 
either East or West, may a priest 
marry after his ordination to the 
priesthood. But in the East married 
men may become priests. 


The Holy See restricts the ordina- 
tion of married men in the United 
States (that is, of seminarians) for 
the Eastern Church and has forbid- 
den the immigration of married 
priests from abroad. Circumstances, 
however, have made it impossible to 
enforce this law to the letter because 
of the urgent need of priests for 
Eastern Rite Catholics in this coun- 
try. The married priests who were in 
the United States before 1929 may 
continue to live as married men and 
exercise their priesthood. Since the 
last World War many priests of the 
Eastern Rites have come from be- 
hind the Iron Curtain to this country 
as displaced persons. They came with 
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their wives and families and are la- 
boring zealously among the people of 
their own nationality. For this reason 
it is safe to say that there are about 
two hundred married Catholic priests 
of the Eastern Rites here in the 
United States. There will be married 
Catholic priests in this country for 
at least another generation. 

Father Bereczky, pastor of the par- 
ish where I conducted a mission, is 
today one of the few remaining mar- 
ried priests in our country. 


Raising a family in a country 
where clerical celibacy is the rule 
can be a very trying experience for 
a priest and his wife. For example, 
on one occasion the Sister Superior 
of a convent school refused to enroll 
the daughter of a Catholic priest, 
saying: “It is impossible that you can 
be the daughter of a Catholic priest 
who is in good standing in the Church 
of Rome. I have never heard of such 
a thing.” On another occasion the 
sisters in a hospital “went on strike” 
against the chaplain because he 
brought Holy Communion to the very 
sick wife of a Catholic priest. The 
sisters evidently thought the lady was 
a reprobate soul, despite her evident 
piety and the fact that she, just as 
they, was a member in good standing 
in Christ’s Church. In another such 
instance a pastor refused to register 
a priest’s son in the parochial school 
on the grounds that he would be a 
bad influence on the other children. 
A phone call from the bishop was 
needed before the pastor changed his 
mind. 

A married clergy is perhaps the 
most striking difference in law or 
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practice between the Latin and the 
Oriental Rite. It must be emphasized 
that in essentials, in faith and morals 
and in submission to the Holy See, 
there is no difference whatsoever. 
There are other non-essential differ- 
ences in custom and liturgy which 
are quite interesting to the Catholic 
of the Western Church. 

For example the Latin visitor in a 
Byzantine church notices the differ- 
ent method of making the sign of 
the cross. The thumb, index and 
middle finger are joined at the tips 
and touch the forehead, breast and 
shoulders while the other fingers re- 
main joined to the palm of the hand. 
The three joined fingers represent the 
Holy Trinity. In touching the right 
shoulder before the left the Eastern 
Rite is the keeper of tradition, since 
this is the way the sign of the cross 
was made until the time of the Cru- 
sades, when the Western method was 
also adopted. 


— noted is the profound bow 

instead of the genuflection as a 
reverence to the Blessed Sacrament. 
Yet another difference is the preval- 
ence of congregational singing during 
the Mass or divine liturgy in an Ori- 
ental language or in English. 

At St. Mary’s I attended a Mass 
sung entirely in English, by priest 
and people, save only for the words 
of consecration, which were said in 
Old Slavonic. Another difference is 
the use of pictures or ikons rather 
than statues. In this connection it was 
very gratifying for a Redemptorist 
priest to see that one of the most 
popular ikons is that of Our Lady of 
Perpetual Help, whose original rests 
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in the Redemptorist Church of St. 
Alphonsus in Rome. 

‘May a Western Catholic go to con- 
fession to a married priest? Yes. He 
may confess to an approved priest of 
any rite. Similarly any Oriental Cath- 
olic who feels that he would rather 
confess to a celibate priest is free to 
do so. 

May a Latin Rite Catholic receive 
Holy Communion under both species 
in the Oriental Rite? Again the an- 
swer is yes. The rubrics are these: 
he receives Holy Communion stand- 
ing, arms folded on breast, before 
the eikonostasis or ikon screen, which 
separates the sanctuary from the body 
of the church and occupies the space 
of our Communion rail. He receives 
a host particle steeped in the Precious 
Blood, administered with a long-han- 
dled spoon. If he keeps his head back 
and his tongue flat, the spoon, when 
turned over, will not touch his tongue 
or lips as the sacrament is admin- 
istered. 

These are the principal differences 
between the Roman and Eastern 
Rites in matters of custom, liturgy 
and practice as against the essential 
agreement in matters of faith, morals 
and allegiance to Rome. 


It is distressing that these non- 
vital differences are not better under- 
stood by Western Catholics, particu- 
larly since our rite seems headed to- 
ward a closer union with the Eastern 
in liturgical function. 

I look back to the mission at St. 
Mary’s as a time of inspiration and 
edification, a privileged experience of 
the oneness and solidarity of the uni- 
versal Church. 
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READERS 


The Church and Dictators 


UESTION: Why does the Catho- 
O lic Church give its apostolic ap- 
proval to corrupt and vicious govern- 
ments? It is true, she condemns Com- 
munism, but that isn’t the only kind of 
evil in the world. Why doesn’t she 
come out and condemn Franco in 
Spain and some of those South Amer- 
ican dictators? 


NSWER: We must protest at the 

outset that at no time has the 
Catholic Church given her “apostolic 
approval” to “corrupt and vicious gov- 
ernment.” We presume the writer means 
by “apostolic approval” (the phrase is 
his, not ours) some kind of official 
blessing coming from Rome. By this 
blessing, presumably, a particular set 
of rulers would become invested with 
religious authority so that they could 
justify any kind of corrupt conduct by 
saying: “I have the blessing of the 
Catholic Church in acting thus.” 

But this is patent nonsense. The 
Church will give no such blanket ap- 
proval to any ruler. The centuries in- 
deed have taught her wariness in this 
regard, since so often she has had to 
deal with the weakness of human na- 
ture. If she gives her blessing to a ruler 
today, it is always with the unspoken 
proviso: “I hold myself free to criticize 
and condemn you if later on you set 
yourself against the moral law and the 
natural rights of man.” 

All this is not to say that the Church 
will not make every effort to fulfill her 
mission, even in countries ruled by 
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ASK 


CO Louis G. Miller, C.SS.R. 


evil men. She considers as her first mis- 
sion to bring to her people the Mass 
and the sacraments as the chief means 
of grace instituted by Christ. Even in 
countries where she is persecuted, she 
will try to find some means of fulfill- 
ing this mission. But this by no means 
implies approval of a government that 
tramples on basic human rights. 


There are some people, it would 
seem, who expect the Church to follow 
contradictory courses of action. On the 
one side, they make it their constant 
refrain that the Church should stay out 
of politics. On the other, they complain 
if the Church does not urge the imme- 
diate overthrow of one who shows signs 
of being a dictator. 

If the so-called dictator tries to cur- 
tail basic human rights, the Church will 
not hesitate to correct him. There have 
been numerous instances of this cor- 
rection in Spain and in other countries 
as well. In Cuba pastoral letters from 
the hierarchy have castigated both the 
excesses of Castro, and the excesses of 
Batista before him. In Spain just re- 
cently a published letter from the 
Catdinal Primate objected strongly to 
Falangist highhandedness. 


In short, we believe this correspond- 
ent is making a gratuitous and uncalled 
for statement when he accuses the 
Church of giving “apostolic approval” 
to corrupt and vicious government. 
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Are Americans Conformists? 
A WORD that enters largely 

and frequently into studies 
made of the characteristics of the 
American people is the word 
“conformist.” It is said that each 
American wants to be like all oth- 
er Americans; he wants to “con- 
form” to what is the common way 
of dressing, eating, taking recrea- 
tion, furnishing his home, caring 
for his body, practicing charity to- 
ward others, etc. This is some- 
times said to result in an unap- 
pealing and unromantic standard- 
ization of American manners and 
habits. Much of the blame for this 
“conformism” or “standardiza- 
tion” is laid upon the advertising 
profession. The influence of the 
Madison Avenue hucksters is said 
to have smothered all initiative 
and originality in the American 
people and to have turned them 
into an assembly line product, one 
sample of which is indistinguish- 
able from another. 


Now we should like to say (and 
prove) that this emphasis on the 
American trait of conformism is 
an unrealistic oversimplification. 
We shall not deny that a great 
many Americans are victims of 
the desire to conform to and be 
like their fellow Americans to a 
certain degree. But what is label- 
ed conformism by sociologists and 
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By the Bystander 





passing observers of the American 
scene should rightly be broken 
down into various aspects or forms 
of the spirit of conformity. This 
is necessary simply because no- 
body in America wants to con- 
form himself to everybody else in 
America except in regard to some 
very accidental and unimportant 
matters. People want to conform, 
not to what everybody else is 
thinking or doing, but to certain 
classes of Americans whom they 
have chosen as their ideal. Prob. 
ing this point can become a valu- 
able source of self-study for those 
who want to know whether their 
conformism is a harmless or a 
deadly thing. 


IRST of all, there are many 

kinds of conformism among 
Americans that are quite harmless 
to those who are subject to them. 
We use the word “harmless” in 
a moral and spiritual sense, recog- 
nizing the fact that the greater the 
degree of standardization in any 
matter, the lower will be the cul- 
tural and artistic values of those 
who are its victims. In such mat- 
ters as beauty aids and treatments 
for women, shaving utensils and 
accessories for men, clothing 
styles, home furnishing arrange- 
ments, appliances, basic elements 
of self-medication (for example, 
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aspirin) and many others, there is 
a very high degree of standardiza- 
tion. A relatively few top-selling 
brand names in each category, a 
few popular styles or standards, 
are accepted by the vast majority 
of Americans as indicative of sta- 
tus. One may, for cultural reasons, 
regret the ‘follow-the-mob” ten- 
dency thus revealed, but certainly 
‘it need do no great spiritual or 
moral harm to its victims. 


But there are certain forms of 
eagerness to conform that are a 
curse, a blight, a source of spirit- 
ual paralysis and death. The first 
of these is that whereby some 
Americans have accepted from 
other Americans the principle 
that material values are the only 
values, and burn with the frustrat- 
ing desire to climb higher and 
higher on the economic ladder. 
These victims do not want to be 
like all other Americans; they 
want to be like the materially best 
off of their neighbors. Their con- 
formism is really emulation, envy, 
ambition, dissatisfaction, rat-rac- 
ing for material success. One can 
fall into this trap even after hav- 
ing attained to a certain degree 
of success. Thus a man who has 
everything and more than he 
needs can be most unhappy and 
self-pitying because there are still 
some men who hold higher posi- 
tions than he does. And of course 
one can fall into this trap when 
he has little, and small prospect of 
getting more. In this case it takes 
the form of envy and bitterness 
and self-torture. 
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In any case, the disease of be- 
ing able to see only one goal in 
life, and that the goal of ever 
greater material affluence, com- 
pletely destroys one’s sense of spir- 
itual values, usually turns one 
against religion and all that it has 
to offer, and often renders one 
helpless in the face of inclinations 
toward evil in almost any form. 


SECOND kind of conform- 

ism that is destructive of hu- 
man nature is that which makes it 
seem necessary to speak and act 
in accord with the slogans and 
maxims and principles adopted by 
other Americans who are thor- 
oughly indifferent to God and re- 
ligion and, like the first class men- 
tioned above, totally dedicated to 
the ideals of this passing world. 
Again, this is not conformism in 
the sense of wanting to be like all 
other Americans, because many 
Americans are not secularists, not 
indifferent to God and religion. 
But those who are have loud and 
sometimes honored voices in the 
fields of education, the arts and 
sciences, business, and even in the 
circle of their friends. Conform- 
ing oneself to the preachments of 
such voices is rightly called hu- 
man respect, that is, listening to 
evil men instead of to God. 


An example of how difficult 
these voices can make a man’s ad- 
herence to spiritual or moral 
principles appeared in the news- 
papers some months ago. A Negro 
laborer found a packet of some 
$30,000 (as we recall it) which 
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had fallen from an armored mon- 
ey truck. He immediately turned 
it in to those who were respons- 
ible for it. When this act was re- 
ported in the press, the Negro 
was flooded with letters from in- 
dividuals who told him in a hun- 
dred different ways what a fool 
he was, and who said that they 
would have simply disappeared 
with the money. Indeed, even 
some of his friends and neighbors 
spoke to him with contempt and 
scorn for what he had done in 
returning the money. 


This incident dramatically por- 
trays how loud the voice of im- 
moral secularism can be, and in- 
dicates how many can be influ- 
enced by it. But there is a good 
ending to the story. When the 
press revealed to the public how 
much the honest Negro had been 
made to suffer from the jibes of 
his fellow Americans, many more 
individuals wrote to congratulate 
him. 


Thus Americans have a choice 
between two kinds of conformism. 
They can, and many do, listen to 
the voice of those who, either in 
delicate academic words, or in 
popular jibes at those who act on 
moral principles, make light of 
moral and spiritual values. Or 
they can be influenced by the less 
raucous voices of those who value 
their souls above every material 
consideration. The question then 
is: To what segment of the Amer- 
ican people are you trying to 
conform? 
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A THIRD type of deadly con- 
formism in America is that 
whereby some people cling to tra- 
ditionalistic patterns even after 
they have reason to believe that 
there is something wrong with the 
pattern they follow. Some even 
turn this conformity to tradition 
into a principle, a principle that 
does little credit to the faculty of 
human reason. For example, it is 
not uncommon to hear Americans 
say: “If you are born and raised 
in a certain religious denomina- 
tion, it does not matter what you 
later learn about religion; you 
should stick to the pattern of reli- 
gion in which you were born.” 


This same kind of conformity 
to tradition is evident in the argu- 
ments that some use for continu- 
ing in habits of segregation and 
discrimination against Negroes. 
They say: “The principle of seg- 
regation has been handed down to 
us. It is our way of life. We shall 
not change.” Logic, Christian 
principle, the tenets of democra- 
cy, court decisions, may all point 
out clearly that there is something 
askew with the tradition being 
followed. The conformist to that 
tradition sweeps aside all argu- 
ment by saying: “It is our way of 
life.” Like the other types of dead- 
ly conformism, this too is by no 
means universal. By the grace of 
God, the clarity of their own 
thinking and the sincerity of their 
good will, many who had been 
brought up in the tradition of dis- 
crimination against Negroes have 
broken out of the pattern. Suffi- 
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cient numbers still cling to it to 
make it a problem and a scandal. 


Thus the word ‘“conformism” 
is not in itself an evil word. It can 
be a good word, as in the case of 
those who are striving to conform 
their conduct to that of all who 
live by the moral absolutes and 
spiritual ideals of true Christian- 
ity. It can be an indifferent word, 
as in the case of those who imitate 
their fellow Americans in minor 
matters, such as manner of dress, 


habits of eating, ways of seeking 
innocent recreation. And it can 
signify something deadly, as it 
does in the case of those who have 
adopted the materialistic goals of 
many of their fellow Americans, 
or those who are influenced by 
the amoral and immoral standards 
of some of their neighbors, or 
those who cling to traditions even 
after it has become clear that they 
contain elements of evil. Ask 
yourself: What kind of conformist 
am I? 





THE KEY 

The whole sanctity and perfection of a soul consists in loving Jesus 
Christ, our God, our sovereign good, and our Redeemer. Whoever loves 
Me, says Jesus Christ Himself, shall be loved by My eternal Father: 
My Father loves you because you have loved Me. (John 16:27) Some, 
says St. Francis de Sales, make perfection consist in an austere life; oth- 
ers in prayer; others in frequenting the sacraments; others in alms-deeds. 
But they deceive themselves: perfection consists in loving God with our 
whole heart. 


St. Alphonsus: The Holy Eucharist 





Pleate USE YOUR 
POSTAL ZONE NUMBER! 


To improve service and speed delivery of mail, the 
Post Office asks that you always include your postal 
zone number in your address. 


We want to cooperate in every way we can—but we 
need your help. By giving us your zone number, you'll 
be assuring speedy delivery of your magazines. 


Help yourself to better service. USE YOUR POSTAL 
ZONE NUMBER—alwaysl 
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readers retort 






In which readers are invited to express their minds on articles and opinions pub- 
lished in The Liguorian. Letters must be signed and full address of the writer 
must be given, though city and name will be withheld from publication on request. 


Difficult Does not Mean Impossible! 
After reading your article, “Guilt 
Feelings about Neighbors in Need,” 
(June LIGUORIAN) I had to look at 
the cover of your periodical for reas- 
surance that I was not reading the Daily 
Worker. Your leftist views on labor 
problems, right-to-work laws and so- 
cial justice have long been evident. But 
in your slanted misinterpretation of the 
Wall Street Journal you outdid even 
yourselves. If you were free from bias, 
you would have seen that the Journal 
was not deriding Christian charity but 
was criticizing the vast, wasteful, inept, 
bureaucratic octopus of dollar diploma- 
cy. Your writer has a twisted view of 
charity if he thinks it means the gov- 
ernment taking MY money against my 
will to spread it around the world. | 
believe a voluntary offering given with- 
out threat of a jail sentence for non- 
payment is what constitutes charity. 
The foggy-minded egghead who wrote 
your article should try to find out what 
happened to the millions of dollars that 
went into Laos, or was he on a Peace 
Corps task force investigating prickly 
heat at the North Pole? I suggest that 
your writer tour these global depressed 
areas and see for himself what is hap- 
pening to our money. 
Illinois 5. C. M. 
© The writer of the article so bitterly 
decried has toured South America, 
most of the countries of the Far East 
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and Middle East, and not merely the 
large cities of these countries, but the 
most abandoned areas. From this ex- 
perience he reaffirmed the essentially 
Christian principle that not only pros- 
perous individuals but also prosperous 
nations have a duty to try to help fel- 
low men in extreme need. This is a 
principle. As was said in the article, 
the practical application of the princi- 
ple is most difficult, but it is not im- 
possible. 
The editors 


Same Subject—Opposite Opinion 

I want to congratulate you for June 
Sideglances — Guilt Feelings about 
Neighbors in Need. You dealt with the 
matter in the only possible way: bring- 
ing to mind our Christian duties. At 
the present time it is so important to 
put into practice our Christian princi- 
ples. It is the best “arm” to use in 
fighting the enemy who is behind the 
door in every part of the world. 
Havana, Cuba ING ON: 
Brides of All Ages 

I usually enjoy your magnificent mag- 
azine in silence, but that wonderful, 
thought-provoking article in the June 
issue entitled, The Real Triangle in 
Every Marriage, prompts me to write. 
Truly a gem! It must have made many 
a tired old housewife, such as I, feel 
the same enthusiasm we felt when as 
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brides we began our daily tasks in the 
home. It is so easy in the hustle and 
bustle of our routine lives to forget 
that everything good we do can be a 
means of sanctifying our souls. Then 
an article such as this to reawaken us 
to our real goal in life! It is a valuable 
gift and like so many gifts becomes 
more valuable with time — and better 
understood. The number of times LI- 
GUORIAN has helped me on the 
long, crooked road to Paradise thus 
far, is too great to put into words. 
Thank you! 


Detroit, Mich. Mrs. E. S. 


No Kidding Intended 

Now come off it! Don’t tell me that 
all the letters you received regarding 
contraception ran along the sickening 
vein of the ones published in the June 
issue. Did you not just weed out the 
ones that agreed with the woman who 
called the Church stupid? I don’t agree 
with her, but I am amazed at all those 
mothers leaping with joy over having 
six, eight, or ten children in as many 
years! Whom are you kidding? I’ve had 
three children in 12 years. If I had 
more I'd flip. But I’d die before prac- 
ticing contraception. Have some of 
these mothers never heard of rhythm? 
Or if that doesn’t work, and mothers 
of big families always say it doesn’t, try 
self-control. Whatever happened to the 
Church’s stand on moderation in all 
things? Are ten children moderate? 
There must be many who feel as I do 
and I wish you would publish this. In- 
cidentally I do deeply appreciate the 
LIGUORIAN. 
Minneapolis, Minn. Mrs. C. B. 
© Let us say very patiently that it is 
as easy for those who have few chil- 
dren (without straying from God’s 
law) to be inconsiderate toward those 
who have many children as vice versa. 
While we do receive letters from wives 
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who boldly proclaim their practice of 
contraception, we did not lie when we 
said that, in response to the letter whose 
author called the Church stupid, we 
received none (out of 157 received) 
that agreed with her. And the excerpts 
we published had to eliminate the many 
admissions of hardships they contained. 
The editors 


Question to Be Answered 

Both your February and June issues 
carried letters from wives who were 
rebelling against the Church in the mat- 
ter of contraception. I did not agree 
with them, but neither did I agree with 
the agitated responses under the title 
“For Whom the Church is Not Stupid.” 
The rebellious ones are looking and 
grasping for help, not barbs and men- 
tal anguish, which they must be al- 
ready enduring. And you cannot deny 
that many Catholics are practicing con- 
traception; otherwise why the contro- 
versy? Why don’t you tell your readers 
about “tes-tape,” a method of making 
rhythm work that would save many 
people from sin? 
Michigan Anon. 
© We would not have given space to 
excerpts from so many letters if many 
married people were not in need of the 
encouragement that good example al- 
ways gives. The “tes-tape” method of 
determining sterile and fertile periods 
has, in our opinion, been improved on 
by a new method called “fertility-tape” 
developed in Peoria, Ill. This is so ac- 
curate that it all but outmodes the fre- 
quently heard statement, “Rhythm does 
not work for me.” We shall explain 
it in next month’s LIGUORIAN. 

The editors 


Unquoted Humility 

I am in total agreement with the 
many letter writers in the June issue 
“For Whom the Church is Not Stupid” 
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on the matter of birth-prevention. But 
I was sorry to note that so few of them 
seemed to feel that “there but for the 
grace of God go I.” Their letters pro- 
claimed them to be as pure as angels 
but as proud as only mothers of more 
than one or two children can be. As 
for your not receiving any letters from 
rebellious mothers, you should know 
that the guilty seldom publish their 
guilt. The reformed, like me, are loath 
to condemn; we just hope and pray for 
those whose weakness we once shared. 
I would not attempt to guess the per- 
centage of Catholics who practice con- 
traception, (I don’t sit in the confes- 
sional; I only kneel there). But if 
Bishop Sheen is correct in saying that 
American Catholics give only 27 cents 
per year per person to the missions, we 
had all better look to our other dark 
corners. There are more ways than one 
to bring souls to Christ and more ways 
than one to break the commandments. 
Stupidity wears many faces. 

New York Anon. 
© An injustice may have been done to 
many of the letter writers in the June 
issue in that it was necessary to quote 
only a brief excerpt from what each 
one wrote (for reasons of space). Most 
of the letters were several pages and 
contained many expressions of humil- 
ity and concern for sinners. We quoted 
only enough to give evidence of their 
example of loyalty to God’s law. 

The editors 


Glorying in the Cross 

Please allow me to criticize the gen- 
eral tone of the letters from mothers of 
large families in the June issue. Are 
they realistic? Because I am a practic- 
ing Catholic I do not practice contra- 
ception and am therefore expecting my 
fifth child after six years of marriage. 
However, since my health is poor, I find 
each day a struggle raising these tiny 
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tots. I hope with God’s help to suc- 
ceed in this tremendous task. But please 
be realistic. It is not an easy task. Our 
Lord said we must take up our cross 
daily, so let’s do it, but not pretend 
there is no suffering. 

Illinois T. O. 
© Had we been able to publish the 
full text of all the letters quoted from, 
it would be clear that most of the moth- 
ers who wrote them recognize the cross 
connected with their vocation. Yet 
there is such a thing as rejoicing in the 
cross. It was St. Paul who said, “We 
glory also in tribulation, knowing that 
tribulation worketh patience.” (Rom. 
5:3) 

The editors 


One Against! Five in Favor! 

I enjoy your magazine to some ex- 
tent, but I do not appreciate nor agree 
with your liberal editorial policy. I can 
pick up any secular publication and 
get all the liberalism I want. (And I 
don’t want any!) For this reason I am 
not going to renew my subscription. 
Why not try to teach your readers how 
to be better persons in accord with 
God’s holy plan, and leave the editor- 
ializing to the left-wing press? 
Ohio J. B. 
e 

I love your magazine and have learn- 
ed so much from it and have been 
helped by it. I sent subscriptions to my 
mother and sister-in-law for Christmas. 
They are both fallen-away Catholics— 
my mother since before I was born. 
No complaints from them yet, and my 
mom said it was good! I have been a 
convert Catholic for seven years — 
thanks to the grace of God and my 
Catholic husband. 
Illinois Mrs. V. M. P. 
e 

I picked up a few copies of your 
magazine in the vestibule of our 
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church. Someone put them there after 
reading them. It has good religious and 
inspiring articles and not a lot of world- 
ly trash. Also it is a magazine we can 
afford, since we are a low-income fam- 
ily. 


Portland, Oregon Mrs. M. M. 


e 
Of the dozen or more magazines, 
both religious and secular, that I re- 
ceive each month, yours is by far the 
most comprehensive and _ interesting, 
and the only one which I actually read 
from cover to cover. 
Kew Gardens, N. Y. A. B. 
e 
My first encounter with the LI- 
GUORIAN was here on the campus of 
the University of Alberta, Canada. 
Yours is truly a fine publication with 
the firm foundation of faith as well as 
practicality. I wish we could see more 
such material. 
Alberta, Canada Miss S. K. 
e 
Two questions had been bobbing 
around in my mind for some time: 1. 
the first amendment and aid to reli- 
gious schools; 2. prayers for pre- 
schoolers. We live in a small parish. As 
I took a seat for Sunday Mass, a mag- 
azine lying on the seat caught my eye. 
I picked it up as though it were some- 
thing I had lost and just happily found. 
It was a copy of the LIGUORIAN— 
a publication I had not come across be- 
fore. To my delight I found the two 
questions discussed in that issue—and 
every article deeply held my interest. 
What impresses me much is the pre- 
sentation of “cases” that are offered 
for reader participation. It displays a 
feeling of brotherhood and closeness of 
Catholic families. I am glad to see 
people express themselves freely and 
without shame. Many others will learn 
and be encouraged by their frankness 
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and examples. I think it gives a won- 
derful feeling of unity in these troubled 
times. 

Alaska Mrs. L. L. C. 
e@ After receiving and reading the six 
letters published in this grouping we 
feel that we must still keep in mind the 
old saying, “You can’t please all the 
people all the time.” But five to one is 
a consoling percentage. We take this 
opportunity to invite our readers to 
write to us — whether it be on sub- 
jects discussed in the LIGUORIAN or 
on subjects they would like to see dis- 
cussed — and express their frank opin- 
ions. The five or six pages devoted each 
month to Readers Retort belong to our 
readers. They are the people’s plat- 
form. Speak up and let us hear what 
you have to say. 

The editors 


Make It Six to One! 
I just couldn’t pass up this oppor- 
tunity (while sending you my change 


of address) to thank you for the arti- 
cle, Head of the House, in the June 
issue. We have just bought a house, 
deciding that our two-bedroom apart- 
ment will be a little small when our 
fifth child arrives. I have been making 
list after list of things to be done — 
change of address notices, selecting 
paints, measuring windows for curtains, 
etc. Your article has made me decide 
that at the top of the list should go: 
“Get picture of the Sacred Heart from 
the religious articles table at the church 
and call the rectory to arrange the time 
for the enthronement of the picture.” 
As a convert I am not yet aware of 
all the blessings available in the Cath- 
olic religion, and I find your magazine 
invaluable in pointing out these bless- 
ings to me. Keep up the good work! 
N.N. M. M. B. 
© We'll try! 
The editors 
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Lament of the Childless 

Despite our profound appreciation 
of the Christian clarity of the articles 
in the LIGUORIAN, we are thorough- 
ly disgusted with the amount of space 
devoted to birth prevention. What 
about those of us who have the oppo- 
site problem — inability to have chil- 
dren? We need as much help as those 
who have children. We are the first to 
admit that there are many problems 
facing parents. But don’t forget the 
joys of celebrating birthdays, holidays, 
First Communions, graduations, etc., 
and the comfort of children in twilight 
years. Childless couples have many 
crosses to bear without these joys and 
rewards. We need a word from you. 
Annapolis, Md. Mrs. K. 


© This letter must come from a re- 
cent subscriber to the LIGUORIAN, 
because in the past we have published 
many articles dealing with the prob- 
lems and frustrations of childless cou- 
ples. One word here: These can make 
atonement for many of the sins com- 
mitted against marriage by offering up 
the privation God designed for them 
in behalf of those who resist God’s will 
by sin. 
The editors 


The Bible and Contraception 

I am a non-Catholic, but I have a 
scientific mind and I search for facts 
because I believe that if God wants us 
to do something or avoid something He 
will find a way to let us know. I have 
studied the Bible and everything I can 
find on religion but I have not been 
able to find anything clear and defin- 
ite on why contraception is wrong. To 
me it seems that it should be allowed 
in some cases. So my question is: 
Where in the Bible does it say that ar- 
tificial birth-control is forbidden? If it 
is a God-made law it should be there. 
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If it is a man-made law, your readers 
are misinformed. What exactly does the 
Catholic Church base this law on? 
Please don’t give me an evasive answer, 
or tell me there are just some things 
you have to believe? I think this or any 
law should be just as black and white 
as the ten commandments. If it was 
made by a pope or cardinal, by whom 
and by what right can it be called 
“God-made?” I am not being critical 
or sarcastic. I am looking for the truth. 
Anon. Mrs. E. A. 


© The first point that must be made 
here is that not all divine moral laws 
are explicitly set down in the Bible; in- 
deed, some of the most clearly divine 
and universally accepted are not men- 
tioned in the Bible at all. The Bible 
does give the principles from which all 
God’s laws can be learned; but the use 
of human reason, recourse to unbroken 
traditions, and acceptance of the au- 
thority of Christ’s Church must all join 
in teaching one the application of prin- 
ciples to specific matters. The booklet 
“Why Is Birth-Control Wrong?” pub- 
lished by Liguorian Pamphlets at 10c 
a copy will help sincere inquirers. 
Write for it to Liguori, Missouri. 
The editors 


Trouble We’ve Always Had with Us! 
Are we not defying the will of God 
by integrating white and colored races? 
Does it not state in holy Scripture that 
Cain should be a vagabond upon the 
earth? Why is it that every nation that 
has integrated has become sensual, 
without spirit, foaming in their own 
confusion? As a segregated nation God 
has showered blessings on us. Since at- 
tempts at integration we have had all 
kinds of trouble. 
Wilmington, Dela. J. A. S. 
© Holy Scripture nowhere states that 
Negroes are to be bondsmen; on the 
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contrary, the New Testament repeated- 
ly states that all men are equal in 
Christ. The so-called lessons of history 
drawn here are illogical misinterpreta- 
tions. 

The editors 


Prayers of Sinners 

Some time ago I thought I read in 
your excellent magazine that those who 
are living in bad marriages should con- 
tinue to go to Mass on Sundays and 
to pray often because through such 
means they might ultimately receive the 
grace of repentance. I have acquaint- 
ances and relatives in this sad situation 
who rarely go to Mass on Sunday. Are 
they not piling up sins and thus making 
less probable their chance of conversion 
and salvation? 


Michigan N.N. 


© The one thing that no sinner should 
give up, no matter how hopeless his 
Situation seems, is prayer. That of 
course includes fulfilling the obligation 
of attending Mass on Sunday. The sad 
fact is that once a person has made a 
serious break with God, and lives on 
in that state, his faith grows weaker 
and weaker, until in some cases he 
completely ignores God. Another point 
is that those who are living in sinful 
marriages but continuing to pray and 
attend Mass, should not deceive them- 
selves with the thought that their pray- 
ers alone will wipe out the malice of 
their continuing sins. They should pray 
indeed, but with the full knowledge that 
the object of their prayers must be to 
obtain the grace to give up their sinful 
State. 
The editors 


Thumbing and Reading 
This morning, in keeping with our 
practice of Catholic reading, I sat down 
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before breakfast after I returned from 
Sunday Mass and started to thumb 
through the April issue of the LIG- 
UORIAN, which I had purchased at 
the parish book rack. The thumbing 
process stopped, and the reading in 
earnest began with “Status Seekers” 
and the issue was devoured and en- 
joyed before I did the same to my 
breakfast. At times I read aloud to my 
wife, at times I stopped to examine 
my conscience, and at times I said 
aloud with the character in “The Thun- 
dering Missionary,” “This is my life!” 
When I finished reading, there were 
two minds with one thought: “Let’s 
get a subscription!” Your ability to get 
the message across with less complex 
vocabulary and more understanding of 
human nature is, in itself, the best ad- 
vertisement for your magazine. Your 
ability to write as a missionary speaks 
will enable both of us to have a little 
“mission” every month when your mag- 
azine arrives. 


Ridgewood, N. Y. K. M. O. 


Kind Words 


Thank you for your heartwarming 
story on Saint Louis of France in your 
March issue! Although I am only ex- 
pecting my first child in April, I in- 
tend to bring him up on a diet of your 
stories of the big saints written with lit- 
tle words. Let’s have more of them. 
Illinois Mrs. S. F. 


Congratulations on your latest issue 
of LIGUORIAN! It gets better and 
better each month. The March issue is 
terrific, particularly the article, “Char- 
ity at Home.” If only every family 
could see that article portrayed by liv- 
ing characters on TV! 


Puerto Rico Miss M. M. 
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In last month’s LIGUOR- 
IAN, we explained the 
proper relationship between 
parents and teen-aged sons 
and daughters. Here we 
present the origins of a pub- 
lished code that will help in 
maintaining that 
relationship. 





Do 


Parents of Teen-agers 


DONALD F. MILLER, C.SS.R. 


HIS, one in a series of articles, 

is being written both for teen- 
agers and their parents. We say for 
both, because whatever the problems 
of teen-agers may be, they are in a 
very real sense also the problems of 
their parents. 

There are three reasons for this 
statement. First, according to God’s 
plan, parents have the authority and 
responsibility to guide teen-aged sons 
and daughters through their prob- 
lems. Second, teen-agers need the 
wisdom and the experience and the 
direction of their parents to help 
them meet the challenges and temp- 
tations that arise in their teens. Third, 
good parents suffer as much as, some- 
times more than, a teen-aged son or 
daughter who makes some tragic 
mistake. 


36 


Need a 


Code? 


It was because of this mutual shar- 
ing of interest between parents and 
teen-aged sons and daughters that 
various organizations in St. Louis, 
Missouri, recently spent many months 
in preparing a booklet called “Code 
for Parents of Teen-agers.” The book- 
let might rightly have been called 
“Code for Parents and Teen-agers,” 
because it can accomplish its goals 
only through the understanding and 
good will of both. 


THE LIGUORIAN 


The booklet was not the product 
of one or a few thinkers isolated in 
ivory towers and insulated from con- 
tact with the daily routine of people 
living in the world. Before a word of 
it was set down in writing, scores of 
meetings were held in all parts of the 
St. Louis area, first with groups of 
parents and then with groups of teen- 
agers. At these meetings, all who 
were present were encouraged to ex- 
press their views. 


While, naturally, there were many 
differences of opinion brought out at 
these open meetings, there was gen- 
eral agreement on certain fundamen- 
tal points. Parents agreed on the need 
of a code for guiding teen-agers, even 
though there were disagreements on 
what should be put into the code. 
They agreed that such a code, ac- 
cepted and followed by large groups 
of parents, would be a powerful aid 
in offsetting the dangerous habits of 
conduct that had grown up among 
teen-agers with the approval of too 
many easygoing, easily led parents. 

Even more amazing was the fact 
that teen-agers, at meetings held for 
them, were in such outspoken agree- 
ment on the fact that they wanted 
guidance, that they wanted definite 
rules, that they wanted their parents 
to be specific in telling them what 
they might and might not do. 


LL the data gathered at these 

meetings was handed over to a 
committee of priests and laymen, of 
educators, judges, social workers, and 
parents, both men and women. This 
committee too held many long meet- 
ings. After it had considered the ma- 
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terial gathered from the general mect- 
ings, it set up a small subcommittee 
to hammer out the first draft of an 
actual code for parents and teen- 
agers. 


Line by line, the first draft was 
debated by the whole committee, 
with the effect that many changes 
were made and each sentence was 
chiselled into the simplest possible 
statement of principle and applica- 
tion. Public relations men of high 
repute were called in to assist in this 
final work. 

At last the booklet was published 
in attractive form under the title 
“Code for Parents of Teen-agers.” It 
was an almost immediate success. 
Groups working for youth and for 
parents in other parts of the country 
copied much of it word for word and 
published it as their own code. 
Though originally it was Catholic 
groups that sponsored the work that 
went into it, before long many Prot- 
estant and civic organizations inter- 
ested in youth saw in it something 
that they needed, and they adopted 
it as their own guiding code. 


This last result was made possible 
by the fact that the code was not de- 
signed as a religious or specifically 
Catholic manual, but as a guide in 
moral and practical matters that are 
of concern to all parents (and teen- 
agers) no matter what their religious 
affiliation. All sincere parents who 
have been confused and groping for 
clear-cut norms of action find that it 
is acceptable to their common sense 
and experience. They also find that 
it gives them confidence in making 
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decisions because they are assured 
that thousands of other parents are 
guiding their teen-aged sons and 
daughters along the same lines. 

As for teen-agers themselves, there 
is nothing in the ‘“‘Code” that cannot 
be made to appeal to their reason by 
parents and educators who make an 
honest effort to explain what it con- 
tains. This is true, despite the fact 
that in our secularistic society there 
will always be large groups of teen- 
agers, left completely free by their 
parents, who will act contrary to the 
rules set down in the “Code.” 

Five areas of practical conduct are 
dealt with in the booklet. In each of 
these areas teen-agers can make mis- 
takes not only harmful to themselves, 
but to others as well. In each area, 
too, patterns of harmful conduct have 
too often been tolerated or even ap- 
proved by irresponsible parents. 

The right conduct for teen-agers 
in these areas can be made to prevail 
only as a result of three things: 1) 





concerted action based on sound 
principles on the part of many par- 
ents who are in agreement; 2) the 
exercise of authority by individual 
parents, always in a setting of mani- 
fest love; 3) continuous instruction 
of teen-agers, to the end that they 
will attain to understanding of the 
importance of the rules set down. 

These are the five areas in which 
the “Code” presents principles and 
applications for parental guidance of 
teen-aged sons and daughters: 1) 
dating; 2) diverson or recreation; 3) 
dress; 4) drinking; 5) driving. In 
succeeding articles we shall comment 
on what the “Code” has to say to 
parents and teen-agers on each of 
these topics. 


(Readers who do not have access 
to copies of the “Code” through 
local agencies may obtain them at 
25c each by writing to “Code for 
Parents of Teen-agers, 3630 Gran- 
del Square, St. Louis 8, Mo.”’) 





LIGUORIAN BINDERS 


We have had hard-cover binders made to order for holding 12 copies 
of THe LiGuoriAN in a single volume. Anyone can insert the issues in the 
binder. Those who preserve their copies of THE LiGuoriAN for reference will 
find the binders very handy, with the index always at the end of the December 
issue. Order binders from THe LiGcuorian, Liguori, Mo., at $2.50 each. 








IF YOU CHANGE YOUR ADDRESS 


Please notify us promptly of your change of address, giving both your 
old and new address. It makes it easy for our office if you cut your stenciled 
address from the rear cover of one of your issues of THE LIGUORIAN and 
send it in when asking for a change of address. Notify us by the tenth of the 
month if your copy for that month has not been delivered. 
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This is the first of three sets 
of meditations on the 
mysteries of the rosary. The 
meditations on the sorrow- 
ful and glorious mysteries 
will be published in 
succeeding months. 


RAYMOND J. MILLER, C.SS.R. 


Bie rosary is the favorite prayer 
of heaven and earth. No other 
prayer has been recommended by 
our Lady in her visitations from 
heaven to earth like the rosary. No 
other prayer has been so frequently 
praised, commended, and even com- 
manded by the popes, or enriched by 
them with such great indulgences, as 
the rosary. 

We live in the age of the rosary. 
The family rosary, the block rosary, 
the living rosary at solemn public 
functions are part and parcel of mod- 
ern Catholic life. It has been esti- 
mated that there are at least twenty- 
five million rosaries recited in the 
world every day. 

Our Lady of Fatima urged the 
recitation of the rosary for the con- 
version of sinners and for world 
peace. 

One way of reciting the rosary is 
to meditate on its mysteries while re- 
citing the prayers. But it is some- 
times difficult to know just how to 
go about this meditating. The follow- 
ing sketches have been prepared in 
an effort to fill this need. May our 
Lord and His immaculate mother 
bless the effort and help it to increase 
the effectiveness of the rosary as it 
rises daily in a mighty stream from 
earth to heaven (“a Niagara in re- 
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Meditations on 


the Mysteries 


of the Rosary 


verse” it has been called) for the 
salvation of souls and lasting world 


peace. 


THE ANNUNCIATION 
First Joyful Mystery 
ICTURE our Lady at prayer in 
the little house at Nazareth. She 
is a child in innocence and simplicity; 
but in grace, she is incomprehensibly 
sublime. In externals she is a poor 
maiden, the spouse of the village car- 
penter; dressed in rough, plain gar- 
ments, alone in the homely surround- 
ings of a very ordinary village dwell- 
ing. But in grace she is wealthy be- 
yond the splendor of the highest 
angels. 

Her housework is done, and she is 
now engaged in prayer. For what is 
she praying? Surely on this occasion 
she has been inspired by God to pray 
for the great event, the coming of the 
Messias, for which prophets and kings 
of the Jewish people had been be- 
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seeching God during many centuries. 
But her prayer, in the depth and 
richness and power of her fullness of 
grace, is the mightiest prayer that has 
ever gone up to God for the coming 
of the Redeemer. 

And as she prays, there does come, 
from the mercy of God and in an- 
swer to her own longing, ardent sup- 
plication, a message from heaven. 
The angel Gabriel enters the poor 
house of Nazareth to announce that 
her prayer, and the prayer of all the 
generations of Jewish believers, is 
heard at last. 

But by God’s design, the angel 
Gabriel will do more than announce 
the fact. He will also request her co- 
operation in its accomplishment. God 
has decreed to unite human nature 
to His divine nature in the sublime 
wedding of the Incarnation; and 
Gabriel is His ambassador come to 
request the consent of the maiden 
Mary to this wedding of the divine 
and the human in the person of the 
Word of God. Gabriel represents 
God, the divine; and at this moment 
our Lady represents the entire hu- 
man race. 

It is unthinkable that she should 
refuse; but it still is true that God 
condescended to make the Incarna- 
tion and our redemption dependent 
on her consent. And at the moment 
before she gave her consent all heav- 
en was silent, breathlessly awaiting 
the word she would speak. 

How shall this be done? 

And Gabriel, whose name means 
“the power of God,” replied: 

The Holy Ghost shall come upon 
thee, and the power of the Most High 
shall overshadow thee. 
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And Mary said: 
Behold the handmaid of the Lord: 
be it done unto me according to thy 
word. 
And at that moment the Son of 
God became incarnate in her chaste 
womb, 


THE VISITATION 
Second Joyful Mystery 


W* can consider the mystery of 
the visitation in three stages. 
The first is the revelation of the angel 
to our Lady of Nazareth, which 
prompted her visit to her cousin Eliz- 
abeth. As a sign of the truth of what 
he told our Lady, Thou shalt con- 
ceive in thy womb and bring forth a 
Son, and thou shalt call His name 
Jesus, the archangel Gabriel gave her 
this sign: 

Behold Elizabeth, thy cousin, hath 
also conceived a son in her old age, 
and she who was called barren is now 
in her sixth month, for nothing shall 
be impossible with God. 


Our Lady’s generous heart was 
moved with joy at this unexpected 
good news about her cousin, over and 
above the joy and amazement she 
felt at her own sublime privilege; and 
she determined to set out at once to 
visit her cousin Elizabeth. 


The second stage in the mystery 
is the journey itself. St. Luke says 
she went with haste. No doubt she 
told St. Joseph where she was going, 
without, however, telling him exactly 
why (and we can ponder fondly on 
the details of that conversation, and 
the sacrifice it must have caused good 
St. Joseph). Then she set out on the 
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long journey. From Nazareth to the 
home of Zachary and Elizabeth was 
a four day trip by caravan. We can 
picture our Lady either as joining 
some caravan which happened to be 
passing through Nazareth and head- 
ing toward the hill country of Judea, 
or else as traveling alone — with all 
the hardships such a journey would 
entail. 


The third stage in the mystery is 
the meeting of our Lady and Eliza- 
beth. “Their hopes were the hopes 
of the world,” says a gifted writer, 
speaking of that meeting. Blessed art 
thou that hast believed, says Eliza- 
beth, knowing by divine inspiration 
what had happened to her cousin; 
and in the words we can find a ref- 
erence to the sad condition of Zac- 
hary, her husband, who was dumb 
and could not speak because he had 
refused to believe the angel. Even 
John the Baptist, though still an in- 
fant in his mother’s womb, was given 
to recognize the approach of his Lord 
and Master, and announced His com- 
ing even then by leaping in his moth- 
er’s womb. And our Lady replied 
with the sublime act of gratitude and 
joy which is her Magnificat: 

My soul doth magnify the Lord; 
and my spirit hath rejoiced in God 
my Saviour .. . from henceforth all 
generations shall call me blessed; be- 
cause He that is mighty hath done 
great things to me. 


THE BIRTH OF OUR LORD 
Third Joyful Mystery 
HE birth of our Lord in Bethle- 
hem contains countless wonders 
for our admiring contemplation. Let 
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us consider only the circumstances 
of the journey to Bethlehem, and 
some of the circumstances of His 
actual birth. 


Our Lady’s time was near in Naz- 
areth; no doubt she and the neighbor 
women had been making fond prep- 
arations for the coming of the First- 
born. Then one day Joseph came 
home from the market place with 
disquieting news. A messenger of the 
Roman emperor had ridden into 
town and made a proclamation in 
the public square commanding that 
every man must go at once to his 
native city to be entered in the census. 


Under the circumstances, it was 
a harsh command for Mary and 
Joseph, and worldly wisdom might 
have counseled delay, excuse, exemp- 
tion. To their simple hearts, how- 
ever, it was the command of lawful 
authority, and there was only one 
thing to do: obey. 

We may ponder the objections 
raised by friends and neighbors, and 
the simple unassuming insistence of 
Joseph and Mary on doing what they 
knew to be their duty. We may fol- 
low them in our hearts as they make 
their preparations, as they set out and 
as they travel the long road in slow 
stages, by day and by night, to 
Bethlehem. 


And in Bethlehem we may follow 
them as they try to find lodging and 
are put off at every door until finally 
Joseph finds refuge in the stable un- 
der the hill behind the town. 

And then as the moment of the 
actual birth of our Lord approaches, 
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we may picture the scene in the cav- 
ern; the only light is from Joseph’s 
poor lantern on the floor; the ox and 
the ass are in the corner; St. Joseph 
on guard near the opening, and our 
Lady kneeling in prayer. 

And then as she kneels and prays 
— the Virgin Birth! At one moment, 
she kneels with hands joined, alone; 
the next moment, she has her Child 
in her arms. As after His resurrection 
He was. to come to His apostles on 
Easter Sunday night, the doors being 
shut, so He came to His mother on 
Christmas night, passing from her 
chaste womb to her loving arms, the 
sacred door of her virginity unvio- 
lated still. No travail, no sorrow was 
hers when her time had come; only 
unmixed joyful tenderness that a 
man, the God-man, her Baby, was 
born into the world. 


THE PRESENTATION 
Fourth Joyful Mystery 

N meditating on the fourth joyful 

mystery, the presentation of our 
Lord in the temple at Jerusalem, we 
can consider first the reasons for this 
Jewish rite. 

When almighty God slew all the 
first-born in the land of Egypt, He 
spared the first-born of the Hebrews. 
But He still claimed them for His 
own, precisely because He had 
spared them. When the Hebrews left 
Egypt, He decreed that henceforth 
all the men of the tribe of Levi, first- 
born or otherwise, were to be dedi- 
cated to His service in the tabernacle 
or temple as priests instead of the 
first-born of each family of all the 
twelve tribes. The parents in each of 
the eleven other tribes, however; were 
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to acknowledge in a special religious 
ceremony the fact that by rights their 
first-born belonged to God and the 
temple. This rite consisted in the 
“presentation” of the child to God 
in the temple and the offering of cer- 
tain gifts to God, signifying that they 
were redeeming or buying back their 
first-born son from God for them- 
selves. 


Our Lord, of course, was not sub- 
ject to this law. He was above all 
law; but He was particularly exempt 
from the law of presentation. There 
was no question of buying Him back 
from God in the deeper sense of the 
term, for He was inalienably God’s 
own Son. And while He was not to 
serve as a priest in the temple of 
Jerusalem, He was by His very na- 
ture of God-man a priest, a bridge 
between God and man; He had been 
conceived and born a priest, and He 
would be a priest forever. 

Our Lord, however, in His earthly 
life wished to fulfill all justice. So He 
said when He deigned to have John 
the Baptist baptize Him in the Jordan. 
In the same spirit He allowed St. 
Joseph and our Lady to present Him 
in the temple. 

We can consider this mystery also 
from the viewpoint of our Lady, 
especially as she stood in the temple 
listening to holy Simeon prophesying 
about our Lord as he held Him in 
his arms. Simeon had blessed St. 
Joseph and our Lady, but then he 
went on to tell her: 

Thine own soul a sword shall 
pierce. 

It seems a strange, harsh thing for 
him to tell her after he had blessed 


THE LIGUORIAN 








her. It was harsh; none knew it bet- 
ter than she, the Mother of Sorrows. 
But she knew that her Baby was to 
grow up to be the Man of Sorrows 
and suffer the harsh death of the 
cross for the sins of the world. And 
even with her heart pierced by the 
sword of sorrow, she knew she was 
blessed to be called to be the mother 
of such a Son. 


FINDING IN THE TEMPLE 
Fifth Joyful Mystery 

HIS is a joyful mystery, but it 

involves sorrow too. The sorrow 
was that of our Lady and St. Joseph 
when they realized they had lost our 
Lord; it was also (and we should 
not fail to ponder this part of the 
mystery) the sorrow of our Lord in 
being separated from His mother and 
St. Joseph, even though it was His 
Father’s holy will. The joy followed 
upon the sorrow and was in a way 
dependent upon it. It was the great 
joy that greets the end of painful and 
heart-rending separation. 

Our Lady and St. Joseph had set 
out from Jerusalem on the return 
journey to Nazareth after the Paschal 
celebration. They traveled in a large 
caravan, in which the men were sep- 
arated from the women. Hence our 
Lady and St. Joseph were not to- 
gether for the first part of the jour- 
ney. And since the children some- 
times traveled with the men and 
sometimes with the women, each of 
them thought Jesus was with the oth- 
er. When they finally came together, 
they discovered to their dismay and 
grief that He was with neither. In 
fact, He was nowhere to be found; 
He had not been seen by any of their 
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friends or kinfolk since they left Jeru- 
salem. 

Picture the suspense and fear in 
the anxious inquiries they must have 
made of everyone they met in those 
three days: how they went through 
the entire caravan, then retraced their 
steps to Jerusalem, stopping at every 
likely place along the way, at toll- 
houses, publicans’ stalls, wayside 
inns, village wells, public squares, 
asking over and over the same eager, 
anxious question: “Have you seen a 
little boy pass by this way?” 

Picture our Lord too during those 
three days in Jerusalem. The day- 
time He probably spent in the tem- 
ple. But where did He spend the 
nights? And must not His human 
heart, which was after all the heart 
of a little boy away from home and 
loved ones for the first time, have 
felt some of the pangs of loneliness 
and homesickness for the two per- 
sons He loved most on earth? 

But finally the glad reunion came. 
Our Lady’s exclamation as she clasp- 
ed her Son to her heart might seem 
at first sight a reproach, but it really 
was nothing of the kind. 


Son, why have You done so to us? 
Your father and I were so worried 
looking for You! 

It was only a mother’s way. 

And our Lord’s answer, while 
deep and mysterious, was no less full 
of joy and relief as He returned His 
Mother’s fond embrace. He was as 
much as saying: Didn’t you know 
I’d be all right? 


Did you not know I would have to 
be at My Father’s? 


re 








FOR WIVES AND 
HUSBANDS ONLY 


Wives More Sinned against Than Sinning 


Donald F. Miller, C.SS.R. 


ROBLEM: In your column for 

wives and husbands, I have never 
seen anything written about the fol- 
lowing problem, which is most acute 
for many wives. A wife and husband 
are both Catholic, though the latter 
never receives the sacraments of con- 
fession and Holy Communion, and has 
stopped even attending Sunday Mass. 
They have four children, and the hus- 
band has decided, all by himself, that 
he will practice birth-prevention from 
now on. The wife does not want to 
cooperate in his sinful actions and has 
told him so often. Now the question: 
May the wife go to confession and re- 
ceive Communion every week? If she 
does so, must she confess each week 
that against her known will her hus- 
band insisted on contraception? Since 
her husband refuses to stay with the 
children on Sunday so that she can get 
to Mass, is she guilty of the sin of 
missing Mass when there is no baby 
sitter available? Would it be safe for 
her to leave the younger children in the 
care of the oldest, who is 10, while she 
went to Mass? 


OLUTION: The answer to the first 
S question, whether the wife is guilty 
of sin and must confess her action 
when she, with genuine unwillingness, 
submits to her husband’s frustration of 
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the marriage act, may be gathered from 
these words of Pope Pius XI in his en- 
cyclical on Christian marriage: ‘Holy 
Church knows well that not infrequent- 
ly one of the parties is more sinned 
against than sinning, when for a grave 
cause he or she reluctantly allows the 
perversion of the right order. In such 
a case, there is no sin, provided that, 
mindful of the law of charity, he or 
she does not neglect to seek to dissuade 
and to deter the partner from sin.” 


A distinction must be made here that 
can be gathered from the very words 
of the Holy Father. That is between 
different methods of contraception. If 
the husband insists on using the meth- 
od called “withdrawal,” the “right or- 
der” is preserved at the beginning of 
the act, but is perverted by the husband 
at the end. In this case a wife who, 
for grave reasons, and with sincere ef- 
forts to dissuade her husband from the 
practice, nevertheless submits to the 
marriage act, is not guilty of sin and 
is not therefore bound to make her 
submission a matter of confession. 

When, however, the husband insists 
on using contraceptive instruments, the 
right order is perverted from the very 
beginning of the act. To this complete 
perversion a wife should not submit, 
letting him know that no part of her 
marriage contract binds her to such to- 
tally sinful deeds. Only fear of death 
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at the husband’s hands, or equivalent 
grave cruelty, might in some instances 
spare her from guilt in such submis- 
sion. Personal direction from a confes- 
sor should be sought in any problem 
of this kind. 

If there are small children and the 
father refuses to stay with them while 
the mother goes to Mass on Sunday, 
she would have an excusing cause for 
not fulfilling this obligation. However 
there are many cases in which a ten 
year old child is responsible enough 
to take care of younger children, even 
infants, while the mother takes an hour 


out for Mass on Sunday. The character 
and proven sense of responsibility of 
the ten year old is the important factor 
here. 


The case here given certainly repre- 
sents a disgrace to the husband who 
calls himself a Catholic. Overgrown 
child that he is, he not only shows 
contempt for God’s authority over him- 
self, but has no regard for the con- 
science and the soul and the peace of 
mind of his wife. He will have much 
more than his own grave sins to answer 
for before God. 





PAPAL VIGNETTE 

The spirituality of Pope John XXIII follows the pattern of St. Francis 
de Sales, celebrated for the brilliance and lucidity of his mind and pen, 
for the gentle kindness of his manners, the optimism of his outlook, and 
the humility of his heart. During audiences the face of the pontiff reflects 
concern and compassion as he encourages the visitor to speak freely what- 
ever is on his mind. When a papal coat of arms was offered to the newly 
elected pope, he had only one objection to the design: the winged lion of 
St. Mark was growling too ferociously; John XXIII preferred a more 
gentle expression. An archdeacon of Venice has said of him: “I never 
saw him unhappy. I never knew him to be anything but optimistic. I 
never heard him condemn anyone. He always showed an extraordinary 
respect for the human person. It. was his manner to stand no matter who 
entered the room and to accompany the most lowly visitor personally to 
the door.” In March, 1953, the newly elected patriarch of Venice said 
of himself: “I have been endowed with the grace of good physical health, 
with a little good sense that enables me to look quickly and clearly into 
the heart of things, and with a disposition to love mankind which en- 
courages me to do good to all. . . . Ever since I was born I thought of 
nothing else save to become a priest . . . a humble priest, but above all 
a shepherd.” 

Oliver Barres in Worldmission 





POINT OF VIEW 
After a day of hunting in India, a young Englishman — a poor shot — 
said to his Hindu attendant, “I certainly didn’t shoot very well today.” 
“Oh, the young sahib shot very well! Very well indeed,” replied the 
diplomatic Indian. “But God was merciful to the birds.” 
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Jesus, 


the Good Shepherd 


J. E. Douerty, C.SS.R. 


i ee prophets of the Old Testa- 

ment promised that when Christ 
came He would be a prophet, a 
priest, and a king. As the anointed 
Saviour or Messias, Jesus bore all 
these titles, yet He described Him- 
self more simply as the Good Shep- 
herd. The significance of this title, 
as spun out by our Lord Himself in 
a parable, also has a long prophetic 
history. The Hebrew prophets used 


**“You were like sheep going astray. 


this description of Christ to reveal 
the divine compassion and humility 
that would be His characteristic, but 
they meant also to imply that He 
would look for these dispositions in 
His flock. 

What we know about Christ’s birth 
we have obtained through the mem- 
ory of His mother. “She reflected on 
these things,” St. Luke wrote, “treas- 
uring them in her heart.” When Mary 


Now 


you have been brought back to Him, your 


Shepherd, Who keeps watch over your souls.’’ 
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brought forth her infant Son she 
must have reflected long on the mys- 
tery of God’s humility, to be born 
in such circumstances of poverty of 
a lowly maid like herself. She com- 
municated this wonder to the evan- 
gelist when she recounted the events 
to him years later, and St. Luke’s 
Gospel reveals it. What she told in 
great detail was the story of the com- 
ing of the shepherds. To her it was 
especially significant that these should 
have been summoned from. their 
flocks by an angel to adore her Son 
at the time of His birth. Was this not 
because she knew her Child would 
love to be known as the spiritual 
shepherd of souls? Did she not know 
then that the sheep of Christ’s flock 
who in all ages would come to Him 
would be like these shepherds in hu- 
mility of heart, poverty of spirit and 
simplicity of faith? 


Perhaps Mary, her husband Joseph, 
and the shepherds also recalled this 
prophecy of Ezekiel: 


Behold I myself will seek my sheep. 

And will visit them. 

As a shepherd goes looking for his 
sheep, 

When he finds his flock is scattered 
all about him. 

So I will go looking for these sheep 
of Mine, 

And I will deliver them out of all 
places, 

Where they have been scattered, 

When the dark mist fell upon them. 

I will rescue them from every king- 
dom, 

And I will gather them from every 
land, 

And I will bring them back to their 
own country, 
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And I will feed them on the moun- 
tains of Israel... . 
Food and rest, says the Lord God, 
Both of these I will give to My flock. 
The lost sheep I will find, 
The strayed sheep I will bring home 
again; ; 
Bind up the broken limb, 
Nourish the wasted frame, 
Keep the well-fed and sturdy free 
from harm, 


They shall have a true shepherd at 
last. 


(Ezekiel, chapter 34) 


The prophet spoke these words in 
the name of God when the Jews 
were in exile in Babylon, centuries 
before the birth of Christ. True, oth- 
er prophets had already called God 
the Shepherd of Israel. David, the 
singer of sweet songs, himself called 
as a shepherd lad to be Israel’s great 
king had sung: “The Lord is my 
shepherd and I shall not want.” Isaias 
consoled His people by picturing the 
Lord as one who would yet “feed 
His flock like a shepherd; gather His 
lambs in His arms.” Jeremias prom- 
ised that the Lord would bring Israel 
back to His fold and the prophet 
Micheas revealed that it would be 
from Bethlehem that the shepherd 
would come to rule the people of 
Israel. 

Still it is Ezekiel’s beautiful song 
of promise that is most relevant. For 
Ezekiel was not only a prophet but 
a priest and the great spiritual shep- 
herd of the Jews in exile. As such 
he is nearer to the priests of the New 
Testament and is their prototype, 
since they are pastors of the flock 
of Christ now scattered throughout 
the nations of the world. 
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The prophet went with the first 
exiles from Jerusalem and came with 
them as they were led by their cap- 
tors to the rivers of Babylon. There 
he wept with them in nostalgia, when 
they recalled Sion or the Holy City 
of Jerusalem. He replied to their 
lament: “How shall we sing the 
Lord’s song in a strange land?” They 
were to keep faith with God though 
Jerusalem would be destroyed. They 
must observe God’s law that had 
come to them from Moses as well 
as they could in the land of their 
captivity. Yet the prophet-priest as- 
sured them that the Lord looked 
rather to the heart, to their contrition 
and spirit of obedience, than to sac- 
rifice and external ceremony. One 
day he promised the Holy City would 
be rebuilt and their temple restored. 
In the meantime the Lord would not 
forget His people, for He, too, was 
a shepherd and one day He would 
come Himself to shepherd His sheep 
into His fold. 


Behold I Myself will seek My sheep, 
And will visit them. 


Through His prophets the Lord 
describes the tribes of Israel as His 
flock and the sheep of His pasture in 
the Old Testament. Since they were 
a pastoral people this image meant 
much to them. From the time He had 
chosen them as His people the Lord 
had sent them many kings, priests 
and scribes or wise men as well as 
prophets to guide them in the ways 
of His law or His will. He called 
them His shepherds. Some, like 
Ezekiel, were loyal to Him and His 
flock but most of them had failed the 
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sheep and allowed them to wander 
into infidelity. 

Now God promises to come Him- 
self as the shepherd of His people. 
His promise was fulfilled when Christ 
was born. On that night angels an- 
nounced to shepherds the good news 
which has since been called the Gos- 
pel: “This day is born to you a Sav- 
iour Who is Christ the Lord.” 


As a shepherd visits his sheep, 
When he finds them scattered about 
him. 


Ezekiel spoke thus to the tribes of 
Juda and that part of Benjamin that 
had been led into Babylon and bond- 
age by the Chaldees. His words were 
also meant for the northern tribes of 
Israel whom the Assyrian conquerors 
had already swallowed up and dis- 
persed throughout their empire. When 
Christ came to Jerusalem the Jews 
would long since have been allowed 
to return to their homeland by Cy- 
rus, the Persian, but to the mind of 
Jesus they were still spiritually deso- 
late. During the last three years of 
His life He visited all the cities of 
Judea, preaching the Gospel of the 
kingdom, teaching in the synagogues 
and healing all kinds of diseases. As 
He looked at His people, “He was 
moved with pity for them,” writes 
St. Matthew in his Gospel, “seeing 
them harried and abject, like sheep 
that have no shepherd.” 


So I will go looking for these sheep 
of Mine, 

And I will deliver them out of all 
places, 

Where they have been scattered, 

When the dark mist fell upon them. 
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God promises to deliver His peo- 
ple out of exile like sheep that had 
wandered away in the mist, yet the 
mist here meant by the prophet is 
the blindness of unbelief. “Behold 
darkness covers the whole earth and 
a mist the people,” said the prophet 
Isaias. 

Our Lord Himself would complain 
of the veil of darkness over the eyes 
of His own people who would not 
believe Him or His teaching. When 
this mist lifts from their eyes He will 
deliver them. Meanwhile He has not 
given them up though, as Saint Paul 
explains, “a partial blindness has 
fallen upon Israel till the tale of the 
Gentiles is complete.” 


I will rescue them from every king- 
dom, 

And I will deliver them from every 
land, 

And I will bring them to their own 
country. 


Though Ezekiel speaks here of a 
return to Jerusalem, in the tradition 
of the great prophets, Jerusalem 
stands for Christ’s mystical kingdom. 
The true spiritual home for every 
soul, the green pasture of every lamb 
of God, its native homeland is the 
Church that the divine shepherd pre- 
pared for His flock. Jesus founded 
His Church first of all for His own 
people. To a Chanaanite woman who 
approached Him one day He said: 
“I am sent but to the lost sheep of 
the house of Israel.” Still He did an- 
swer her prayers and cured the wom- 
an’s daughter of an issue of blood. 
Later He sent His apostles into all 
the nations of the world to preach 
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the Gospel. He constituted Himself 
as the shepherd who would save and 
deliver all souls; for He said, “Other 
sheep I have that are not of this fold; 
them also I must bring and there 
shall be but the one fold and the one 
shepherd.” 


‘And I will feed them on the moun- 
tains of Israel... . 

Food and rest, says the Lord God, 

Both of these will I give to My flock. 


One day on an open plateau, near 
the town of Bethsaida, Jesus multi- 
plied a few loaves of bread to feed 
more than five thousand people. He 
then reminded the Jews of how 
Moses had fed their ancestors with 
bread that fell from heaven every 
day on their journey from Egyptian 
bondage to the Promised Land. He 
would give them, He said, a bread 
that was more enduring, more mirac- 
lous still, the bread of eternal life. 
When Jesus gave us the Holy Eucha- 
rist he fulfilled not only His own 
promise but that of Ezekiel. The 
mountains of Israel where the Lord 
feeds His flock today are the church- 
es where at Mass the bodily presence 
of Christ may be received as sacra- 
mental bread or food for the soul. 
“TI am the bread of life,” Jesus ex- 
plained. “The bread which I will give 
is My flesh for the Life of the world.” 


The words of Christ read from the 
Scripture and spoken in the liturgy 
of the Mass are also food. “He that 
comes to me,” the Shepherd prom- 
ised His flock, “shall not hunger, and 
he that believes in Me shall never 
thirst.” 
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Here also He gives rest to the soul 
for here the weary lamb learns to 
rest its head on the bosom of the 
Shepherd who said: “Come to Me 
all you that labor and are burdened 
and I will give you rest.” 


The lost sheep I will find, 

The strayed sheep I will bring home 
again, 

Bind up the broken limb, 

Nourish the wasted frame, 

They shall have a true shepherd at 
last. 


The prophet, when he wrote these 
words, had complained of the shep- 
herds whom the Lord sent to pasture 
His people of Israel: “Wild beasts 
have preyed on these sheep of mine, 
while they all went untended with 
shepherds who would not go in 
search of them.” 

How different would Jesus be 
when He came as a shepherd! “If 
any one of you owns a hundred 
sheep,” He said in a parable, “and 
shall lose one of them, does he not 
leave the ninety-nine in the wilder- 
ness and go after the one which is 
lost until he finds it?” 

Thus the mystery which Ezekiel 
dimly reveals of the infinite mercy 
and love of God seeking out each 
bruised, broken, lost and dying sin- 
ner is clearly made known by Jesus 
picturing Himself as the true shep- 
herd. 

“TI am the Good Shepherd,” our 
Lord announced in the parable that 
echoes the song of Ezekiel, the 
prophet. From His birth He was 
meant to be a shepherd. St. Luke 
writes of His mother, Mary: “She 
brought forth her first-born Son and 
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laid Him in a manger because there 
was no room for them in the inn.” 
Such a birth was surely more in 
keeping with that of a shepherd lad 
than of one destined for high kingly 
and priestly honors. Yet Mary was 
descended from David who both as 
a shepherd and king of Israel was a 
type of Christ, that through David 
and Mary we might further identify 
Jesus, as the One Who fulfills the 
promise the Lord made through 
Ezekiel: 


I will set one shepherd over them, 
And He shall feed them. 

Even my servant David, 

He shall feed them, 

And He shall be their shepherd, 
-And I, the Lord, shall be their God. 


Still, if the shepherd in Ezekiel’s 
song is Christ, he is also the Church 
which is the completion of Christ. 
Indeed it is through the members of 
His Church today that Jesus guides 
His flock and seeks for His scattered 
sheep. “Some,” St. Paul writes in his 
epistle to the Ephesians, “He has 
appointed to be apostles, others to 
be evangelists or pastors or teach- 
ers.” What does the word pastor here 
mean but that the bishops and parish 
priests of the Church are shepherds 
of the faithful in the name of Christ? 
It was to them as well as the pastors 
in his own day that St. Peter writes 
in his first epistle: “Be shepherds to 
the flock God has given you. . . . So 
when the Prince of shepherds makes 
Himself known your prize will be 
that crown of glory that cannot 
fade.” 

But if bishops and parish priests 
are shepherds, Peter especially rep- 
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resents Jesus as the chief shepherd 
of the flock and so do all his suc- 
cessors who are supreme bishops in 
the Church or popes. For it was to 
Peter, after His resurrection, that 
Jesus spoke on the shore of the Sea 
of Galilee: “Simon, son of John, dost 
thou care for Me more than these 
others?” Then He said: “Feed My 
lambs. . . . Feed My sheep.” 


Christ fulfills His work as a shep- 
herd in the laity also whose spiritual 
or mystical lives are hidden in His. 
Modern popes have called attention 
to the demands of the vocation of the 
layman to promote the pastoral ac- 
tion of the Church. “Would that they 
may be convinced that they are called 
and chosen for this office, which is 
not too far removed from the priestly 
office,” Pope Pius XI wrote, “by an 
altogether special grace of God; for 
Catholic Action is nothing else but 
the Apostleship of the Faithful, who, 
under the leadership of the bishops, 
lend a helping hand to the Church 
and in a measure complete its pas- 
toral ministry.” 


No one, it is said, goes to heaven 
alone. Thus all may share in the joy 
of Christ when through their prayers 
and efforts a sinner like a lost sheep 
is brought into the fold of Christ; 
and then in each of them rejoicing, 
Christ may be seen, carrying home 
the wounded lamb upon His shoul- 
ders and crying out: “Rejoice with 
Me, for I have found My sheep that 
was lost.” 

No one, on the other hand, who 
shepherds the sheep in the name of 
Christ ceases himself to be a lamb 
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whom Christ Himself as the Good 
Shepherd has rescued by laying down 
His own life. Because of this St. 
Paul in his epistle to the Hebrews 
describes Jesus, risen from the dead 
as “that great Shepherd, Whose flock 
was bought by the blood of an eter- 
nal covenant.” 


In His parable in which He de- 
scribes Himself as the true and ideal 
shepherd our Lord assures us that 
He knows each one of us and calls us 
by name just as a shepherd gives to 
each of his newborn lambs a name 
and can summon it to him whenever 
he wishes. We in turn prove that we 
are the sheep of Christ by hearing 
His words and responding to His 
commands. Thus while Christ is in 
each one of us as the Shepherd none 
of us, whether layman, priest, bishop 
or pope, ceases to be the sheep of 
Christ listening for the authority of 
His voice in the Church. 


To all of us also the shepherds 
coming to Christ in the stable at 
Bethlehem are models of the sim- 
plicity of faith, poverty of spirit and 
humility of heart that should be ours. 
To each of us alike, St. Peter, the first 
pope writes in the Scriptures to re- 
mind us of how our Saviour has ful- 
filled His promise to be our Shep- 
herd: “So, on the cross, His own 
body took the weight of our sins; we 
were to become dead to our sins and 
live for holiness; it was His wounds 
that healed you. Till then, you had 
been like sheep going astray; now, 
you have been brought back to Him, 
your Shepherd, Who keeps watch 
over your souls.” 
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PARAGRAPHS 


September Thoughts for 
Parents 

The first weeks of September wit- 
ness a great commotion in millions 
of homes. This is the time when 
some children start going to school, 
and many more re-enter the routine 
of going to school. The material 
preparations seem endless: school 
clothes, school books, writing ma- 
terials, lunch arrangements, bus 
schedules — all have to be matters 
of concern. 

We recommend strongly that, in 
the midst of all these material prep- 
arations, parents take time out to 
prepare themselves intellectually for 
their children’s schooling. Indeed, it 
would be good if small groups of 
parents with children in_ school 
would get together at intervals, form- 
ing a kind of study club for this pur- 
pose. 

Two items of reading matter should 
be the basis of the study, whether it 
be undertaken by parents singly or 
in groups. 

The first is the classic encyclical 
of Pope Pius XI on Christian Educa- 
tion of Youth. There is nothing writ- 
ten and available to parents that 
more thoroughly and authoritatively 
covers the purpose of education, the 
role of the state in education, the role 
of the Church, the role of parents, 
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the comparative value of secular vs. 
Catholic schools, than this encyclical. 

We recommend its reading espe- 
cially in view of the fact that there 
is so much loose thinking on the sub- 
ject of education today, and, even 
among some Catholics, so dim and 
confused a notion of the total pur- 
pose of education. Parents who read 
this encyclical will know just exactly 
what they should want to see their 
children attain through their school- 
ing. And they will have no doubts 
about whether religion should play 
a part in education. 

Copies of the encyclical on Chris- 
tian Education of Youth may be ob- 
tained from Education Department, 
National Catholic Welfare Confer- 
ence, 1312 Massachusetts Ave., 
Washington 5, D. C. 

The other item of reading matter 
that parents should study carefully is 
the small booklet called Rules for 
Schooling put out by Liguorian 
Pamphlets, Liguori, Mo. (5c for sin- 
gle copies) This short treatise, of 
which over a million copies have 
been distributed, treats of some of 
the practical problems that enter into 
the relationship of parents toward 
the school to which they send their 
children. It can save parents from 
many mistakes that might be thought- 
lessly made. 


THE LIGUORIAN 


Sea SRN OROTIINT——— 


AORN «i TRG tM PR a ai 











SEANCES 


ictal 


tat inal 





Latin American Vineyard 

Much publicity has recently been 
given, and rightly so, to the great 
need of priests, religious and lay mis- 
sionaries in the countries of Latin 
America. Many people there who are 
baptized and cherish the name of 
Catholic must nevertheless come to 
maturity with little or no instruction 
in their faith, The reason is, of 
course, that there is a greatly insuf- 
ficient number of laborers in the 
Lord’s vineyard. 

Progress is being made, however, 
and this should be noted, lest our 
hope for the future be blighted by 
pessimism and despair. Missionaries 
from various nations are coming into 
Latin America in increasing numbers. 
Various religious congregations in the 
United States are sending more train- 
ed personnel into this area each year. 
Several United States and Canadian 
dioceses have set up mission activity 
of their own in Latin America, and 
are staffing these stations with their 
own priests. Besides, groups of dedi- 
cated lay workers are beginning to 
make their presence felt. 

Here are statistics for the Redemp- 
torist Congregation, which for many 
years has been active in Latin Amer- 
ica. In that area there are 1,494 Re- 
demptorists (749 of whom are Latin 
Americans) in 22 countries. They 
have 178 foundations. They are in 
charge of 133 parishes with a total 
Catholic population of 2,087,005 
souls. In 14 minor seminaries they 
are preparing 1,488 young Latin 
Americans for the Redemptorist 
priesthood. 

Certainly there is no room for 
complacency in the struggle which 
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lies ahead for the soul of Latin Amer- 
ican. Much remains to be done. Lit- 
erally thousands of additional mis- 
sionaries are needed. But the Church 
has not been entirely asleep, as some 
pessimistic writers on the subject 
would have us believe. She has long 
recognized the problem, has made 
earnest efforts to deal with it, and 
now asks only that more of her chil- 
dren kindle their missionary zeal at 
her own flaming heart. 


Manners at Mass 

A Catholic attending Mass should 
realize that he is participating in an 
act of the most profound and sacred 
significance — an act in which 
Christ, the divine Victim, offers to 
His heavenly Father, through the 
ministry of a duly ordained priest, 
His own body and blood which were 
sacrificed on the cross. 

It seems clear, then, that at Mass 
one’s conduct and deportment should 
conform to the solemnity and impor- 
tance of the occasion. 

The first requirement is that at 
Mass a person should remain as at- 
tentive as possible to what is taking 
place at the altar. There are some 
Catholics who give the impression at 
Sunday Mass that they are merely 
putting in time and fulfilling a duty 
by their bodily presence in church. 
This reveals a lamentable lack of ap- 
preciation of what the Mass really is. 

Distractions are inevitable, it is 
true; but at least one should strive 
to keep them from being willful. If 
one continues to fight against these 
distractions, there is merit in that 
very fact. By the intelligent use of a 


53 








missal one will find it much easier 
to enter wholeheartedly into this su- 
preme act of Christian worship. 

Here are some points to be check- 
ed in regard to conduct at Mass: 


Have I consistently through care- 
lessness been late for Mass? 

Have I developed a habit of leav- 
ing the church before Mass is com- 
pleted, when there is no really good 
reason for doing so? 

Have I, on entering the church, 
genuflected toward the altar only 
partially, or in a very careless and 
indifferent fashion? 

Have I made the sign of the cross 
carelessly when taking holy water 
and blessing myself when entering or 
leaving church? 

Have I coughed (without strict 
necessity) during the sermon and an- 
nouncements, or conversed, or even 
sneaked out of the church during the 
sermon? 

Have I made myself a source of 
annoyance to those around me by 
twirling, untangling or playing with 
my rosary? 

Have I hung back at Communion 
time and kept the priest waiting, or 
(at the other extreme) have I helped 
to create a stampede by rushing up 
to the Communion rail? 

Have I insisted on standing in 
back, behind the pews, in spite of all 
the pleas of priest and ushers to take 
available places in the pews? 


Have I made it a point to become 
more familiar with the action of the 
Mass, and to cooperate with the ef- 
forts of my pastor to make it truly a 
community act of worship? 
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The Voice of Authority on 
Race Relations 

Catholics who favor segregation of 
the colored race from white people 
often say (erroneously) that the 
Catholic Church has not spoken out 
authoritatively on this matter. Cath- 
olics who see and work against the 
injustice in racial segregation some- 
times express impatience over the 
fact that the voice of the Church is 
not louder and more insistent in 
meeting this problem. 

Recently the man who holds the 
highest Catholic position in the 
United States repeated once more the 
Catholic principles on the racial 
question. He was none other than 
Archbishop Egidio Vagnozzi, who is 
the apostolic delegate to the United 
States. As such he is the Holy Fa- 
ther’s representative in this country. 

He had traveled from his head- 
quarters in Washington, D.C., to Bay 
St. Louis, Mississippi, to ordain sev- 
en missionaries of the Society of the 
Divine Word, five of whom were 
Negroes. He stated that his purpose 
in doing this had been “to show the 
concern of the Church for the wel- 
fare of all people, regardless of color 
or race.” 

Then he added: “Within the walls 
of the Church, it is the soul that 
counts . . . and the soul has no color. 
The only important difference among 
souls is whether one is with the grace 
of God or without His grace. It is 
gratifying to realize that in the United 
States, which had only seven Negro 
priests 20 years ago, there are now 
112. There should be many more, 
but this increase shows the proper 
trend. 
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“On the question of integration, 
the bishops of the United States in 
1958 issued a statement, Discrimina- 
tion and the Christian Conscience, 
that is the position of the Church, 
a position to which every good, right- 
thinking Catholic must subscribe.” 


Then the apostolic delegate added 
a word about the importance of pa- 
tience with those who violently resist 
all forms of integration. “However,” 
he added, “it is essential to progress 
in the line of integration without ever 
going back.” 

Could the voice of authority speak 
more clearly? 


Advance Review 

Recent publicity releases indicate 
that the movie, Francis of Assisi, 
will be of interest to Catholic movie- 
goers. Many of the scenes were film- 
ed in Assisi with 1000 people of the 
city in “extra” roles. The friars va- 
cated their own refectory so that 
some scenes could be shot. Thirty 
Franciscan friars served as “extras” 
to add the authentic touch, but had 
to change their brown robes for the 
gray-brown habits that the movie 
producers had decided on as the true 
color of the habit worn by St. Fran- 
cis. We Catholics are often too nega- 
tive in our attitude toward the movies 
and neglect to support at the box 
office movies that meet high moral 
as well as artistic standards. From 
advance reports Francis of Assisi 
promises to be a good movie. 

See it! We hope you enjoy it. 

If you like it, write to the produc- 
ers and ask for more movies like it. 
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HEALTH HINT 


A reporter was interviewing an 
old gentleman who was celebrating 
his 100th birthday. 

“To what do you attribute your 
long life and good health?” 

“Well,” said the old-timer, 
“when my wife and I were mar- 
ried, 80 years ago, we made an 
agreement that every time we arg- 
ued and she started fussin’ at me, 
I'd put my hat on and go outdoors 
for a walk until she calmed down.” 

“But what’s that got to do with 
your good health?” 

“Well, sir, I’ve spent most of my 
life in the open air.” 


DELAYED ACTION 


He who laughs last probably had 
intended telling the story himself. 


ANOTHER MATTER! 


Two male golfers were highly 
annoyed by a pair of female duffers 
on the links in front of them. The 
women stopped to chat, picked 
flowers, admired the scenery, and 
generally made life miserable for 
the players following. 

At one point, the two men stood 
on a tee for nearly 25 minutes 
while one of the women apparently 
looked for her ball a few yards 
down the fairway. 

“Why don’t you help your friend 
find her ball?” one of the indig- 
nant golfers finally shouted to the 
second woman who stood watching 
her companion search. 

“Oh, she’s got her ball,” the 
woman replied sweetly. “She’s 
looking for her club.” 

American Eagle 
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The Practice of the Love of Jesus Christ 





Chapter XI—Love of God Does Not Claim Its Rights (continued) 


By St. Alphonsus Liguori 
Edited by 
M. J. Huber, C.SS.R. 


ERFECT union with God re- 
quires above all detachment from 
self-will. 

Whoever knows how to conquer 
himself will easily conquer all difficul- 
ties that he meets. “Conquer your- 
self!” This was the slogan which St. 
Francis Xavier used to give to every- 
body. 

Jesus Christ said: “If any man 
wishes to follow Me, let him deny 
himself.” (Matt. 16:24) In those few 
words we have the secret of all we 
need to do in order to sanctify our- 
selves: deny our self and our self- 
will. To be able to do this, says St. 
Francis of Assisi, is the greatest gift 
we can receive from God — to over- 
come ourselves by renouncing our 
self-will. 

St. Bernard tells us that if all men 
would resist their self-will, nobody 
would ever be lost. “If there were no 
self-will, there would be no hell.” 
And he continues: “Self-will is a 
mighty evil because it spoils the good 
you do, so that it is not good for 
you.” 

Suppose, for example, that a peni- 
tent would insist on performing some 
mortification — fasting, praying with 
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outstretched arms for hours — 
against the advice of his confessor; 
such mortification, performed accord- 
ing to self-will, would become a fault. 
Unhappy the man who lives a slave 
to his own will! He will want many 
things that he cannot have, and he 
will be obliged to put up with many 
things he does not want or like. 

The first battle we have to fight 
begins because of disturbance in our 
inclinations toward sensual satisfac- 
tions. Get away from the things that 
arouse your inclinations, guard your 
eyes, recommend yourself to God, 
and the battle will be over or at least 
the victory will be easy. 

Another kind of struggle arises 
from our natural desire for wealth. 
Learn to love poverty and to live in 
the spirit of poverty, and the war 
will stop. 

A third kind of war we have to 
fight over and over results from our 
hankering after honors. Learn to 
love humility and a quiet, hidden 
life, and the war will be over. 

A fourth and most disastrous war 
is declared against us by our self-will 
— the powerful desire to have our 
own way in all things. Strive to be 
resigned in all things to the will of 
God, and victory will be yours. 

St. Bernard says that whenever 
anybody is agitated, the cause of his 
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interior disturbance is that he cannot 
satisfy his self-will. The Lord once 
complained of this to St. Mary Mag- 
dalen of Pazzi, saying: “Certain souls 
desire to possess My spirit, but after 
their own fashion, and so they make 
themselves unfit and unworthy to re- 
ceive it.” 


E must love God as He wish- 

es, not as we wish. God wants 
a soul to strip from itself everything 
it has, so that He can unite it with 
Himself and fill it with His divine 
love. 

St. Theresa writes: “The prayer of 
union, it seems to me, is nothing else 
than almost completely dying to self 
and to the things of the world in or- 
der to enjoy God alone. One thing 
is certain: the more we empty our 
heart of creatures and created things 
by separating ourselves from them 
for the love of God, the more God 
will fill our heart with Himself, and 
the more closely shall we be united 
with Him. 

Many spiritual persons would like 
to attain to union with God, but 
without accepting the crosses God 
sends them. They are not resigned to 
an illness with which they are afflict- 
ed, they are passively rebellious 
against the poverty they cannot es- 
cape, they will not endure with pa- 
tience the insults they receive; but 
without this resignation they will nev- 
er reach perfect union with God. 

Listen to the suggestion of St. 
Catherine of Genoa: “In order to ar- 
rive at union with God it is necessary 
to accept the adversity which He 
sends in order to consume all our 
evil inclinations, whether interior or 
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exterior. Therefore we stand in need 
of all kinds of insults, infirmities, 
poverty, temptations and other dis- 
agreeable things — all of which pre- 
sent the opportunity to fight against 
and overcome our inclinations to evil 
and to subdue them to such an extent 
that we shall no longer be conscious 
of them. Until we reach the point 
where adversity no longer seems bit- 
ter but sweet for God’s dear sake, we 
shall never attain to the divine union. 


Let me add a practice recommend- 
ed by St. John of the Cross. He says 
that to arrive at this perfect union 
with God “a total mortification of 
the senses and of the inclinations is 
necessary.” Of the senses: some op- 
portunity of satisfying them presents 
itself. If it is not purely for the glory 
of God, renounce the opportunity 
for the love of Jesus Christ. For ex- 
ample, you would like to see or hear 
something which in no way will bring 
you nearer to God. Deny yourself 
this satisfaction. Of the inclinations: 
make constant efforts to direct them 
toward that which is the more hu- 
miliating, the more displeasing, the 
poorer — and so train yourself to 
endure the unpleasant things of life 
and to be content with the poor opin- 
ion of others in your regard. 


Whoever truly loves Jesus Christ 
loses all affection for the goods of 
the world and labors to despoil him- 
self of everything in order to be 
united to Jesus Christ alone. All his 
desires are for Jesus; he thinks al- 
ways of Jesus; seeks Him in all things 
and places and actions and times and 
occasions. Constantly he translates 
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into action the words: “All for 
Jesus!” To succeed in this way in 
practicing the love of God it is neces- 
sary to work unceasingly, steadily, 
patiently to remove from our heart 
every affection that draws us away 
from God. 

What does it mean to give one’s 
self entirely to God? It means: 1. 
Avoiding everything that is displeas- 
ing to God and doing always what is 
more pleasing to Him. 2. It means 
accepting wholeheartedly everything 
that comes from God’s hands, how- 
ever difficult or disagreeable it may 
be. 3. It means preferring in every- 
thing God’s will to our own will. 


Affections and Prayers 

N spite of my ingratitude and neg- 

lect in the past, O my God, I can- 
not help feeling that You are still 
inviting me, asking me to love You. 
I want to love You. I will resist no 
longer. I give up everything to be- 
come Yours entirely. I will no longer 
live for myself. You have done so 
much to deserve my love. I love You, 
Jesus, and I long for You. How could 
I love anyone or anything else but 
You after seeing You die in anguish 


on a cross to redeem me? How can 
I look at Your dead body, wasted 
with pain, and not love You with all 
my heart? Yes, my dear Redeemer, 
I do love You with my whole soul, 
and I desire to love only You during 
life and for all eternity. 

My love, my hope, my strength, 
my consolation! Give me the grace to 
be faithful to You. Give me light to 
see the things from which I should 
detach myself, and give me strength 
to obey You in everything. 

Love of my soul, I offer and give 
myself entirely to You in order to 
satisfy the desire You have to unite 
Yourself with me, in order to unite 
myself entirely with You, my God 
and my all! Come, Jesus, take com- 
plete possession of me, and draw all 
my thoughts and all my affections to 
You. 

I renounce all my inclinations, all 
consolations, all created things. You 
alone are enough for me. Give me 
the grace to think of nothing but 
You, to desire nothing but You, to 
seek nothing but You, my love and 
my only good! 

Mary, mother of God, obtain for 
me holy perseverance. 





before we get there?” 


size.’” 





TAILOR’S DILEMMA 


Eight-year-old Maureen, a tailor’s daughter, returned home from 
school and asked, “Daddy, do they make our clothes and robes in heaven 


“No, I don’t think so. But why do you ask?” 
“Well,” she explained, “we’re learning the Hail, Holy Queen in class, 
and one of the things we tell our Lady is: ‘To thee do we send up our 
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We recommend that books listed or reviewed in THE LIGUORIAN be 
purchased at your local bookstore. If you cannot obtain the book in 
that way, you may write to THE LIGUORIAN for further information. 


The Catholic Church in South Africa 
W. E. Brown 
Michael Derrick, editor 
It is only fitting that in these days which are witnessing 
the birth pangs of the New Africa that knowledge of The 
Catholic Church in South Africa is also made available. Rev. 
W. E. Brown, a qualified historian, spent 11 years in South 
Africa in the collection and writing of this history. Michael 
Derrick, editor of the Dublin Review completed the work 
after the death of Doctor Brown. A factual account of this 
phase of the history of the Church.—F.E.R., C.SS.R. 
(P. J. Kenedy and Sons, $7.50) 





Flame of Love Sr. M. Rosario O'Callaghan, P.B.M.V. 

A biography of Nano Nagle, foundress of the Presentation 
Order, illustrated with drawings, photographs and maps. 
Daughter of a loyal Catholic family in the black times of the 
penal laws in Ireland, belle of Parisian society, Nano Nagle 
did not set out to found a religious order. Having finally re- 


turned to her native land, Nano Nagle, with the approval of - 


directors, quietly began to devote herself and her fortune, 
despite the penal laws, to the Catholic education of the poor. 
She smuggled the Ursuline nuns into Ireland, to aid and 
carry on this work. Eventually, under the guidance of Prov- 
idence, she did found the Order of the Presentation. Today 
her spiritual daughters carry on her works of zeal and Chris- 
tian charity in many parts of the world. In the United States 
alone they are represented by foundations in no less than 
twenty archdioceses and dioceses. About one third of the 
book is devoted to the story of the spread of the order.— 
M.S.B., C.SS.R. 

(Bruce Publishing Co., $4.00) 


September, 1961 


59 








i 
| 
H 
i 
i 
Y 


Catholics in Conversation Donald McDonald 

If a person would have the time to read only one book in 
order to gain an understanding of the life of the Catholic 
Church in the United States, Catholics in Conversation would 
be that one book! Donald McDonald of Marquette University 
used a tape recorder to interview seventeen leading Amer- 
ican Catholics in many different fields. General perspectives 
on Catholic life and problems are given by Bishop John J. 
Wright and Father Joseph Fichter, S.J., who is well known 
for his sociological studies of parishes and parochial schools. 
Father Gustave Weigel, S.J., and John Cogley give their 
views on the dialogue between Catholics and Protestants. 
Senator Eugene J. McCarthy, Dorothy Day and Monsignor 
George G. Higgins examine the political and sociological 
areas. Father Godfrey Diekmann, O.S.B. and Father Alfred 
Longley explain the theory and the practical parish appli- 
cation of the liturgical life. Walter Kerr, J. F. Powers, Phyllis 
McGinley, J. L. O'Sullivan and James O'Gara discuss liter- 
ature and the arts. Monsignor John Tracy Ellis, Father Robert 
J. Henle, S.J. and Sister Mary Emil, I.H.M. present their views 
on Catholic education and scholarship. The list of contribu- 
tors reads like a Who's Who of authorities in their respec- 
tive fields. 

The format of the interview is particularly well chosen 
because it gives a latitude to the subjects treated. Much can 
be learned from a simple remark, from the emotional reac- 
tions to certain questions. Mr. McDonald has done a very 
good job in directing the conversations so that much infor- 
mation is given in a short space. A book to read and reread. 
—T.E.T., C.SS.R. 


(J. B. Lippincott, $3.95) 


The Rise of Father Roland Rev. William L. Doty 
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It is difficult for a layman to write a good novel about a 
priest, but it has been done by several gifted and perceptive 
writers. It should not be difficult for a priest to write a novel 
about a priest. But there are very few priests who have done 
so! Father William L. Doty is not of the number of successful 
clerical novelists. The Rise of Father Roland is a very simple 
narrative told in the first person. But it seems to this reviewer 
that the thoughts, the feelings and the reactions do not ring 
true to priestly life. Father Roland appears to be a prim, 
priggish and self-centered individual who just doesn’t come 
up with the right answers. Some flesh, blood and soul are 
needed to make Father Roland a real person.—J.E.R., C.SS.R. 

(Bruce Publishing Co., $3.95) 


THE LIGUORIAN 

















The Works of Bonaventure | José de Vinck, translator 

St. Bonaventure, the Seraphic Doctor, is known in the 
history of the Church for the great emphasis he places on 
love in his writings. The St. Anthony Guild Press has under- 
taken the translation of his principal works. Volume I con- 
tains the mystical works: The Journey of the Mind to God, ® 
The Triple Way, The Tree of Life, The Mystical Vine, Per- 
fection of Life and Non-Scriptural References. The transla- 
tion, the type, and the format of this book are all exception- 
ally well done. A welcome addition to the spiritual litera- 
ture available in English.—T.E.T., C.SS.R. 


(St. Anthony Guild Press, $4.00) 


Heaven by the Hems Marina de Berg 
Joanna Richardson, translator 
Marina de Berg is a French dancer and actress who sud- 
denly decided that she wanted to dedicate her life to the 
love of God. Driven by this desire she entered a convent of 
Trappistine nuns who serve God in silent praise and man- 
@ ual work. She felt very much at home in prayer before 
Christ in the tabernacle but was not able to stand the rigors 
of the austere religious community. After almost three years 
she returned to find her place in the world as an author. 
Marina de Berg is an engaging person who writes of her 
spiritual quest and of her impressions of convent life.— 

F.E.R., C.SS.R. 


(Sheed and Ward, $3.00) 


The Mind of An Archbishop Most Rev. Karl J. Alter, D.D. 
In commemoration of the golden jubilee of Archbishop 
Alter’s ordination, Reverend Maurice E. Reardon has pub- 
lished a selection from his writings. This big book of over @ 
400 pages contains the wise thoughts of a man who has 
been a watchful observer during a long life. 


(St. Anthony's Guild, $6.00) 


When You Pray Rev. John F. Sheehy 
Father John F. Sheehy has served as chaplain to many 
Catholic Action and C.F.M. groups. He has found that many 
lay persons wish to pray more but do not know how to do 
@ so. Since he has not found a book that would serve as a 
primer for them he has written this book. It is a simple and 
clear presentation of the theory and practice of prayer that 
will help the reader acquire some facility in conversation 
with God. 
(Fides Publishers, $2.95) 
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The Edge of Sadness Edwin O'Connor 

The author of The Last Hurrah writes again of the Irish 
Americans whom he knows so well. It is the story of Father 
Hugh Kennedy and his relation with the Irish American peo- 
ple with whom he was raised and the poor in the run-down 
parish of which he is the pastor. His thoughts and emotions 
are all centered on the life he once knew. The present is 
merely a marking of time until he returns to the type of par- 
ish in which he will feel at home. Into his life return his 
childhood friends, the Carmodys. The head of the family, 
Charlie Carmody, is a ruthless man who attained wealth 
through the excessive rents charged the poor in his tene- 
ment houses. For some strange reason Charlie Carmody 
seeks out Father Kennedy, and the Carmody family, Father 
Kennedy and the reader are very curious about the real 
reason for this favoritism. 

Edwin O'Connor is in the tradition of the great novelists 
who weld character and plot into an absorbing tale. He has 
the gift of psychological insight into the motives of ordinary 
human beings. In this particular novel he displays the very 
rare ability of a layman to write realistically and sympa- 
thetically of priests. The Edge of Sadness lives up to the high 
standards set by the best selling, The Last Hurrah. Charlie 
Carmody can take his rightful place beside Skeffington.— 
T.E.T., C.SS.R. 

(Little, Brown and Co., $5.00) 


In Praise of Mary Rev. P. J. Gearon, O.Carm. 
The Hail Mary—the Angelus—the Hail, Holy Queen—the 








Magnificat! O yes, we know them all, pray them frequently, 
perhaps daily. Do we understand them? Appreciate them? 
Let Father Gearon, Carmelite and professor of theology, 
lead you through his explanation of these prayers to a fuller 
understanding and a deeper appreciation of them, and on 


to a more intimate service of Mary.—M.S.B., C.SS.R. 
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(The Carmelite Third Order Press, $2.50) 


Christ and Us Jean Danielou 
Walter Roberts, translator 
Rev. Jean Danielou, professor of history at the Faculty of 
Theology in Paris, examines the relationship between Christ 
and Us. He draws his material from Scripture, dogmatic 
theology and ascetical theology to show that these various 
studies describe different facets of the same divine Person. 
Christ becomes a real Person Who not only lived centuries 
ago but continues to live and work in our lives. A profound 

and inspirational presentation —A.T.P., C.SS.R. 
(Sheed and Ward, $3.95) 
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The Catholic in America Rev. Peter J. Rahill 

Father Peter J. Rahill, the archivist of the archdiocese of 
St. Louis, has gathered together the facts that spell the story 
of religious bigotry against the Catholics in the United States. 
This bigotry began in colonial times and was one of the big 
reasons for the revolt against England and was an impor- 
tant factor in the refusal of Catholic Canada to join the 
United States in the Revolutionary War. This prejudice and 
hatred has always been a strong current beneath the sur- @ 
face of many lives. At times it has resulted in storms that 
have led to personal and property damage for Catholics. 
That it is still a powerful force in American political life was 
evidenced in the last presidential election. But religious big- 
otry has not the hold it once had and a Catholic can be not 
only a soldier in war but a president in peace. A clear, read- 
able narrative.—T.E.T., C.SS.R. 


(Franciscan Herald Press, $2.95) 


Pere Jacques Michael Carrouges 
Salvator Attanasio, translator 
From the Nazi concentration camps we still hear stories of 
atrocities still almost unbelievable and of heroism that rivals 
that of the early martyrs. Pere Jacques, a Carmelite monk, 
looked upon his days in the camps as a providential act 
@ whereby God indicated the field for his apostolate. His con- 
cern was not only for the Catholic prisoners, but for all, 
especially the Communists who came to look with admira- 
tion and love for the Christian charity of the priest. This is a 
gripping tale of an extraordinary man of our times.—W.W., 

C.SS.R. 


(Macmillan Co., $4.95) 


Now Rev. M. Raymond, O.C.S.O. 
Father Raymond, the Trappist monk from Gethsemani, 
Kentucky, turns his vivid imagination to the all-important 
subject of the acceptance of the will of God. He explains 
that, in imitation of our Lady, all of us must say our “be it 
done to me according to Thy word.” This book details how 
this union with God's will should take place. As always the e 
style is flashy and brilliant—sometimes so much so that it 
blinds and confuses. Everyone to his own taste in books. 
Fans of Father Raymond will enjoy this latest book; others 
may find him difficult to follow because of his habit of piling 
one metaphor upon another. Try to see if Father Raymond 
is your dish.—T.E.T., C.SS.R. 
(Bruce Publishing Co., $4.25) 
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A small boy attending dancing 
school was instructed by his mother to 
say something nice to each young lady 
as he escorted her back to her seat. He 
danced with a young girl and took her 
back to her seat without saying any- 
thing to her. Remembering the over- 
sight he went back to her and said, 
“Mary, you sweat less than any little 
fat girl I ever danced with.” 

e 

Wife: How do you like my new 
gown? I got it for a ridiculous price. 

Husband: You mean you got it for 
an absurd figure. 

e 

“Is there anything you fancy to eat 
before the execution?” asked the war- 
den. 

“Yes, mushrooms,” said the con- 
demned man. “I have always been 
afraid to try them in case I would be 
poisoned.” 

e 

Irate Customer: When I put the 
coat on for the first time and but- 
toned it up, I burst the seam down the 
back! 

Tailor: Yes, that shows how well 
our buttons are sewed on. 


NTERVALS 


Tramp: Could you give a poor fel- 
low a bite? 

Housekeeper: I don’t bite myself, 
but I'll call the dog. 

e 

Jimmie was the center of an admir- 
ing crowd after he had rescued a play- 
mate from an icy pond. 

“You wonderful boy,” exclaimed 
one woman. “Tell us how you came to 
be so brave and save your friend.” 

“I had to,” said Jimmie. “He was 
wearing my skates.” 

e 

Inviting a friend to his wedding an- 
niversary, an Irishman explained: 
“We're on the seventh floor, apartment 
D. Just touch the button with your el- 
bow.” 

“And why should I use my elbow?” 

“For goodness’ sake, man, you're 
not coming empty-handed, I hope!” 

e 

A mezzo-soprano named Hannah, 

Was caught in a flood in Montana, 

She floated away, 

And her sister, they say, 

Accompanied her on the piano! 

The Monstrance 











FATHER'S NOT 
IN, BUT 1 KNOW &) 
WHERE HE KEEPS 
THE FOOD! 


aa 










FILE 138 


Man is that irrational creature who is always 
looking for home service in a hotel and hotel serv- 
ice around the house. 


Way of St. Francis 
e 


vi 
£\ A man could retire nicely in his old age if he 
om could dispose of his experience for what it cost him. 
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CATHOLIC PARENTS OF PUBLIC SCHOOL CHILDREN 


It is well known that there are millions of Catholic children in the United 
States who cannot attend a Catholic school because there is none attached 
to their parish or in their neighborhood. Parents of such children have a very 
special and serious obligation to make up for the lack of religious instruction 
in the school the children must attend. The obligation takes these forms: 


1. They must use their parental authority to see to it that the children 
regularly attend the catechism classes arranged by their pastor, and the 
vacation school of religion if one is held in the parish during the summer 
months. It is beyond all doubt that parents who callously and continually 
neglect to send their children to catechism classes are guilty of a serious 
sin of neglect toward their children’s religious education. 


2. They must use their parental interest and love to talk frequently to 
their children at home about the important truths of their religion, to go 
over catechism lessons with them, and to encourage in them the habit of 
receiving the sacraments often and worthily. All parents, even those with 
children in Catholic schools, are bound in some measure by this duty. 


However, it is especially binding on those whose children hear nothing 
about their religion in school. 


3. They must try to build up in their children’s minds a strong and 
intelligent conviction of the truth of their Catholic religion to offset the 
danger of their gradually coming to accept the heresy that “it doesn’t 
matter what you believe, or to what religion you belong.” At the same 
time they must inculcate in their children a deep respect for the religious 
convictions of others, and unfailing charity toward all their neighbors, 
no matter what their religious beliefs. 


By these means, parents who cannot escape sending their children to sec- 
ular schools will do as much as they can to carry out their obligation of 
providing a good religious training for them. At the same time they should 
never give up the conviction that nothing can fully take the place of a Cath- 
olic school education, nor the desire to be able to provide one for their own 
children. 


(This is a chapter from the booklet, QUESTIONS PARENTS ASK 
ABOUT RAISING CHILDREN. A copy of the booklet may be obtained 


by sending twenty-five cents to LIGUORIAN PAMPHLETS, Liguori, Mis- 
souri. Write to the same address for a complete list of our pamphlets.) 
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WHY IS THIS DISCUSSION 


Because Its Discussion Booklet Is... 


--+ Interesting to People 

+++ Most Practical 

- ++ Written So Everyone Can Understand It 

- ++ Filled With Discussion Aids Taken from Everyday Life 


+++ Easily Used without the Presence of a Priest 


Here Are Two Such Discussion Club Booklets, Written in Co- 
operation with the Confraternity of Christian Doctrine—128 pages 


each. 
e CATHOLIC LIVING 


e WHAT EVERY CATHOLIC 
SHOULD KNOW 


PLEASE SEND ME 


wees... copies of CATHOLIC LIVING 


weeeee-- copies of WHAT EVERY CATHOLIC 
SHOULD KNOW 


Order Now ond Be Sure of a Successful Discussion Club 


Single Copy 
10 to 100 Copies 
Over 100 Copies 


WSCA vie cic /0 suc ea als ahava ls: binte vara pia lareiarelolsiareversierie cite (PRINT) 
Street and No (PRINT) 
(PRINT) 


Cash enclosed Bill me 
CASH MUST BE SENT WITH ORDERS UNDER $1.00 
MAIL TO: LIGUORIAN PAMPHLETS, Box 30, Liguori, Mo. 





